Applicant Instructions for Initiating National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 process

TO:
Name(s) and Address of Rural Development Applicant



FROM:
Name of Rural Development Representative

Address and Telephone of office responsible for processing application

SUBJECT:
Initiating the National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 process

DATE:


To make a decision on your application, Rural Development must first complete an environmental review of your proposal.  Among other things, this environmental review includes a determination of whether your proposal might impact historic or cultural resources that are listed on or considered eligible for listing to the National Register of Historic Places.  This review is completed in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended and its implementing regulations at 36 CFR Part 800.

Receipt of this letter from Rural Development authorizes you to initiate the Section 106 process.  The first step in this process is to identify the appropriate State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), and/or Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) any other appropriate consulting parties and a plan to involve the public.  However, Rural Development is obligated to conduct government-to-government consultation with Native American Indian tribes.  The second step involves your role in identifying historic properties so that Rural Development can evaluate the significance of these properties and determine whether your proposal might affect them.  Rural Development is legally responsible for making all findings and determinations under Section 106.

You should be aware that some proposals might require the services of a professional consultant.  For example, an archeological survey or cultural resources survey may be needed before the Section 106 process can be concluded.

The authorization to initiate the Section 106 process does not constitute Rural Development approval of your proposal or request for financial assistance.  All costs incurred in compliance with Section 106 are incurred at your risk.  No actions that might have an adverse effect on a historic property are to be taken until the Section 106 process is completed.  Section 110(k) of NHPA prohibits Federal agencies from providing Federal financial assistance to any applicant who “with intent to avoid the requirements of Section 106, has intentionally, significantly adversely affected a historic property…”

Your Rural Development Representative will answer any questions you may have about this process, assist you in identifying potential consulting parties, and provide input on the necessary supporting documentation to be sent to all consulting parties.  Please contact your Rural Development Representative should you have any questions or need additional information.

