
Sample Letter to U.S. Fish and Wildlife requesting Informal Consultation

Name

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Ecological Services

Address

Dear ___________________________:

(Name of Applicant) has submitted an application to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development for financial assistance to (completely describe the applicant's proposal).  The proposed project is located at (street, town, county, state, Latitude/Longitude and Township and Range if available).  

The proposed project will consist of (X) number of wind turbines with a hub height of (XXX) and tip radius of (XXX) feet.  The turbine(s) will consist of (X) guyed, (X) unguyed, (X) lattice, or (X) tubular towers.  A permanent anemometer (X) will or (X) will not be needed for project operations.  To initiate the process, Rural Development has asked us to gather information regarding any endangered species, critical habitat, and migratory birds from your office.  Rural Development, as the lead Federal agency, is responsible for compliance with Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act should further consultation be required.

We request your office provide us with a species listing and critical habitat that may occur in the vicinity of our proposed project.  In addition, we seek your comments on whether the proposed project is likely to have an adverse affect on the continued existence of any endangered, threatened or candidate species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of their critical habitat.  We understand that wind turbines may present a potential risk from collisions with migratory birds protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).

Enclosed for your use are location maps and site plans.  If you need any further information or wish to discuss our project, please contact me at (XXX-XXX-XXXX).

Sincerely,

Name

Title

Enclosures

