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Abstract

A survey of U.S. farmer-owned cooperatives ending their business year during calen-
dar year 2001 showed a net income of $1.36 billion, up from $1.28 billion in 2000.
Gross and net business volumes were also up for the 3,229 cooperatives surveyed.
Assets and liabilities were down and net worth was about the same. Business volume
by commodity handled is reported for all cooperatives. Number of cooperatives, coop-
erative memberships, and number of employees are classified according to marketing,
farm supply, and service function. Trends in cooperative numbers, memberships,
employees, business size, sales volume, net income, assets, liabilities, and net worth
are reported along with data on selected activities of other cooperative service organi-
zations.

Keywords: cooperatives, statistics, business volume, employees, memberships, bal-
ance sheet, net income.
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Preface

Farmer cooperative statistics are collected annually to provide information on the
progress and trends in cooperatives’ growth and development. These statistics are
used for research, technical assistance, education, planning, and public policy.
Acquiring, analyzing, and disseminating farmer cooperative statistics is authorized by
the Cooperative Marketing Act of 1926.

This report provides aggregate information on the number, membership, business vol-
ume, net income, basic balance sheet items, and full-time employees of farmer coop-
eratives for their business years that ended in calendar year 2001. Cooperatives are
classified by principal product marketed and major function. Fishery and ethanol coop-
eratives are included as miscellaneous marketing cooperatives. Both gross (includes
inter-cooperative business) and net (excludes inter-cooperative business) dollar vol-
umes are reported.

Statistics for 2001 were compiled on a national and State basis. State data are collect-
ed every other year and next will be published for calendar year 2003.

The information was collected from individual farmer and fishery cooperatives by a
mail survey of all organizations identified by USDA's Rural Business-Cooperative
Service (RBS) as a farmer or aquacultural cooperative. Information was requested for
the cooperatives’ 2001 business year.

RBS conducts an annual census to gain more accurate information to assist coopera-
tives. Information obtained from individual cooperatives is combined to maintain confi-
dentiality.

Statistics for all cooperatives were derived by adding data estimated for nonrespon-
dents to respondent data. Data from respondents and other sources accounted for
90.1 percent of the total gross sales of farmer cooperatives in 2001.

RBS depends on the cooperative community’s response to its annual survey to devel-
op a detailed and comprehensive set of statistics on farmer cooperatives. The time
and effort taken to provide information and the timeliness with which it is furnished are
greatly appreciated.
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Highlights
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Both gross and net business volumes as well as net income increased according to
the 2001 survey of marketing, farm supply, and related-service cooperatives by
USDA's Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS). The number of cooperatives and
memberships, total assets, total liabilities, and net worth all declined. The survey also
showed a decrease in the use of full-time and part-time and seasonal employees.

. Total gross business volume (includes inter-cooperative business) handled by
cooperatives rose 2.4 percent, from $120.7 billion in 2000 to $123.6 billion in
2001.

. Total net business (excludes inter-cooperative business) increased (3.6 per-
cent) from $99.7 billion to $103.3 billion.

. Total net income of $1.36 billion was up 6.3 percent from the $1.28 billion for
2000. The 2001 net included inter-cooperative dividends and refunds of $316.2
million—up 34.5 percent from $235.1 million.

. The number of cooperatives declined 3.5 percent, from 3,346 to 3,229.

. Grain and farm supply cooperatives operated an estimated 5,583 branches in
2001, up from 5,327 in 2000.

. Cooperative memberships were 3,033,907, down 1.7 percent from 3,085,052
in 2000.

. Cooperatives employed 165,666 full-time (down 6.2 percent) and 55,078 part-
time and seasonal employees in 2001. Numbers of part-time and seasonal
employees decreased significantly from the 77,993 reported in 2000.

. Gross value of farm products marketed by cooperatives in 2001 increased 4.4
percent, from $80.4 billion to $84.0 billion. Net value of these farm products,
after eliminating duplication from inter-cooperative business, was $75.0 billion,
up 4.1 percent from nearly $72.1 billion in 2000.

. Gross value of farm supplies handled by farmer cooperatives was down 1.8
percent, from $36.8 billion to $36.1 billion. After adjusting for inter-cooperative
business, the net value of farm supplies increased 2.8 percent, from $24.1 bil-
lion to $24.8 billion.

. Receipts for services related to marketing farm products and handling farm
supplies, plus other income, decreased slightly (1.1 percent), from $3.51 billion
to $3.47 billion.

. Combined assets for all farmer cooperatives decreased 2.5 percent, from
$49.7 billion to $48.5 billion. Net assets, after eliminating inter-cooperative
investments, was down 3 percent, from $44.6 billion to $43.3 billion. This
included investments in CoBank.

. Total liabilities of $28.3 billion was down 3.8 percent from $29.4 billion.

. Net worth, or member and patron equity, declined slightly from $20.28 billion to



ngh|lg hts $20.15 billion. Member and patron equity financed 41.6 percent of total assets, up from
40.8 percent in 2000.

HIGHLIGHTS CAPSULE

2000 2001 Change

Number of cooperatives 3,346 3,229 -117

Memberships 3,085,052 3,033,907 -51,145

Gross business volume (mil. dol.) 120,719 123,566 2,847

Net business volume (mil. dol.) 99,659 103,269 3,610

Net income (mil. dol.) 1,276 1,357 81

Total assets (mil. dol.) 49,722 48,465 -1,257

Net worth (mil. dol.) 20,275 20,148 -127

Full-time employees 176,665 165,666 -10,999

Part-time and seasonal employees 77,993 55,078 -22,915

Leading States 1999 2001

Minnesota Minnesota

Number of cooperatives 305 293 -12
Kentucky Kentucky

Memberships 231,862 242,873 11,011
Minnesota Minnesota

Net business volume (mil. dol.) 9,306 9,896 590

vii



FARMER COOPERATIVE STATISTICS, 2001

Charles A. Kraenzle, Celestine C. Adams,
Katherine C. DeVille, Jacqueline E. Penn
and E. Eldon Eversull

Rural Business-Cooperative Service

|—Definition of a Farmer Cooperative

The Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS)
in USDA’s Rural Development mission area con-
siders four major criteria in identifying an organi-
zation as a farmer-owned cooperative: (1) mem-
bership is limited to persons producing agricultural
and aquacultural products and to associations of
such producers; (2) cooperative members are lim-
ited to one vote regardless of the amount of stock or
membership capital owned, or the cooperative does
not pay dividends on stock or membership capital
in excess of 8 percent a year, or the legal rate in the
State, whichever is higher; (3) business conducted
with nonmembers may not exceed the value of busi-
ness conducted with members; and (4) the cooper-
ative operates for the mutual interest of members
by providing member benefits on the basis of
patronage.

These criteria may create larger or smaller
numbers of farmer cooperatives than found in lists
or directories of State agencies or cooperative coun-
cils. RBS includes only marketing, farm supply, and
related-service cooperatives on its list-fishery and
ethanol cooperatives as miscellaneous marketing
cooperatives; wool pools as marketing cooperatives;
livestock shipping associations and rice drying
cooperatives as service cooperatives.

Year-to-year comparisons with specific com-
modity groups reflect any differences in lists and
classifications in State and Federal data.

Classification of Cooperatives

Statistics are presented according to a cooper-
ative's major function or classification—marketing,
farm supply, and related-service.

Marketing cooperatives derive most of their
total dollar volume from the sale of members' farm
products. These cooperatives are classified into one
of 13 commodities or commodity groups, depend-
ing upon which accounts for most of its business
volume. RBS may reclassify a cooperative into a dif-
ferent commodity category if its primary business
volume changes significantly.

Farm supply cooperatives derive most of their
business volume from the sale of farm production
supplies, farm machinery and equipment, and
building materials. Many also handle farm and
home items, such as heating oil, lawn and garden
supplies and equipment, and food.

Service cooperatives provide specialized ser-
vices related to the agricultural business operations
of farmers, ranchers, or cooperatives, such as cot-
ton ginning, trucking, storing, drying, and artificial
insemination. Livestock shipping associations and
rice drying cooperatives are also classified as ser-
vice.

Many cooperatives handle multiple com-
modities and provide both marketing and farm
supply services, as well as the facilities and equip-
ment used to perform these services. These associ-
ations are classified according to the predominant
commodity or function, as indicated by their busi-
ness volume.



Information on other service cooperatives, such
as Farm Credit System banks, rural credit unions,
rural electric cooperatives, and dairy herd improve-
ment associations, is presented separately.

Organizational Membership Structures

Centralized

Of the 3,229 farmer cooperatives in 2001, 3,147
were centralized organizations, mostly locals with
individual farmer-members. Centralized coopera-
tives usually serve a local area or community, coun-
ty, or several counties. Most usually perform a lim-
ited number of initial marketing functions. Most
farm supplies were sold at the retail level. A few
centralized cooperatives, principally regionals, oper-
ate over multi-state areas and provide more verti-
cally integrated services, such as processing farm
products or manufacturing feed and fertilizer.

Bargaining associations also have centralized
organizational structures. They derive all or most
of their business volume from negotiating with dis-
tributors, processors, and other buyers and sellers
over price, quantity, grade, terms of sale, and other
factors involved in marketing farm products. Only
a few bargain to purchase farm supplies. While the
primary function of such an association is to bring
buyers and sellers together to contract for the sale of
members' products, many bargaining associations
now perform additional functions.

For example, dairy bargaining associations at
one time only negotiated price. Now, many per-
form additional functions, such as physically han-
dling part of the milk for spot sales. They, like other
dairy marketing cooperatives, represent their mem-
bers at Federal or State milk marketing order hear-
ings.

Federated

The 54 federated cooperatives—two or more
member associations organized to market farm
products, purchase production supplies, or perform
bargaining functions—often operate at points quite
distant from their headquarters. Members are usu-
ally local cooperatives, although some are interre-
gional associations with regional cooperative mem-
bers.

Table 1—Number of cooperatives and memberships,
by major business activity, 2001

Major business activity Cooperatives  Memberships
Number
Beans and peas, dry edible 9 2,734
Cotton 14 45,946
Dairy 204 91,033
Fruits and vegetables 220 37,782
Grains and oilseeds? 789 581,532
Livestock 70 105,341
Nuts 18 40,075
Poultry? 19 19,121
Rice 15 13,924
Sugar® 48 16,251
Tobacco 24 165,661
Wool and mohair 80 12,584
Other marketing 96 28,016
Total marketing 1,606 1,160,000
Farm supply 1,234 1,745,771
Service 389 128,136
Total 3,229 3,033,907

1 Cooperatives primarily handling grains and oilseeds, excluding
cottonseed.

2 Cooperatives primarily handling eggs, turkeys, ratite, squab, and
related products.

3 Cooperatives primarily handling sugar beets, sugarcane, honey,
and related products

Mixed

The 28 mixed cooperatives have both individ-
ual farmer-members and autonomous cooperative
members, a combination of centralized and feder-
ated structures. They serve large geographic areas,
with members in many States, and provide a vari-
ety of integrated services.

[I-2001 STATISTICS

Cooperatives' net business volume was $103.3
billion in 2001, up 3.6 percent from $99.7 billion in
2000. Net income of $1.36 billion, highest since 1998,
was up 6.3 percent from $1.28 billion in 2000.
Numbers of cooperatives and memberships, at 3,229
and 3,033,907, respectively, were down as were com-
bined assets and liabilities. Net worth declined
slightly.




rigure I— Number of Cooperatives by Function, Leading States, 2001
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The 2001 survey had 3,229 marketing, farm
supply, and related-service! cooperatives, compared
with 3,346 in 2000. The 3.5 percent decrease largely
reflects a continuing trend involving dissolution,
merger, or acquisition. The largest decreases were in
farm supply (43), grain and oilseed (grain) (37), and
fruit and vegetable(12) cooperatives.

Of the 3,229 cooperatives, 1,606 primarily mar-
keted farm products, 1,234 primarily handled farm
production supplies, and 389 provided services
related to marketing or purchasing activities (table
1).

Marketing cooperatives decreased slightly
while farm supply cooperatives remained at 38.2
percent. Related-service cooperatives increased
slightly, from 11.9 to 12 percent of the total.

These percentage changes to some extent
reflect reclassification because of annual dollar vol-

1 Services include trucking, cotton ginning, storage, crop drying,
artificial insemination, livestock shipping, and similar services
affecting the form, quality, or location of farm products and
supplies. They do not include credit, electric, telephone, or other
such services not directly related to marketing or purchasing
activities.

ume changes. In any given year, sales of farm sup-
plies or grains and oilseeds can be higher due to
market supply and demand conditions.

Cooperative numbers by marketing and farm
supply and service functions by State are shown in
table 2. Minnesota had the most marketing coop-
eratives (139), followed closely by North Dakota
(133). Texas had the most farm supply and service
cooperatives.

Figure 1 shows the 10 leading States in terms of
number of cooperatives by function. For example,
Minnesota had about the same number of market-
ing and farm supply cooperatives, while the major-
ity in Texas were cotton gin service cooperatives.
Wisconsin, the fourth leading State, had the largest
percentage of farm supply cooperatives.

Grain and Farm Supply Branches

Many cooperatives operate branches to better
serve their members. Most branches are owned
while some are leased. A number of the branches
are formerly independent cooperatives that served
a local community. For economic or other reasons,



Table 2—-Number of cooperatives,! by major function and State, 20012

Major function

Farm Supply
State Marketing and Service Total
Number

Alabama 9 53 62
Arizona 5 4 9
Arkansas 11 41 52
California 103 68 171
Colorado 26 21 47
Florida 33 7 40
Georgia 9 8 17
Hawalii 13 7 20
Idaho 23 14 37
Illinois 115 60 175
Indiana 18 28 46
lowa 110 56 166
Kansas 98 35 133
Kentucky 15 27 42
Louisiana 16 31 47
Maryland 4 13 17
Massachusetts 8 4 12
Michigan 34 28 62
Minnesota 139 154 293
Mississippi 12 58 70
Missouri 20 46 66
Montana 34 31 65
Nebraska 54 41 95
New Jersey 13 3 16
New Mexico 4 6 10
New York 79 13 92
North Carolina 17 5 22
North Dakota 133 106 239
Ohio 49 24 73
Oklahoma 36 45 81
Oregon 19 14 33
Pennsylvania 41 13 54
South Dakota 62 64 126
Tennessee 8 71 79
Texas 57 181 238
Utah 10 7 17
Virginia 18 39 57
Washington 45 33 78
West Virginia 13 13 26
Wisconsin 39 136 175
Wyoming 7 5 12
Other States? 47 10 57
United States 1,606 1,623 3,229

! Centralized and federated cooperatives and those with mixed organizational structures.

2 Data covering operations of cooperatives for fiscal years that ended in 2001.

3 Includes States with fewer than three cooperatives for any function. States with at least three cooperatives were: Alaska, 9; Connecticut, 5;
Delaware, 3; Maine, 26; South Carolina, 5; and Vermont, 5.



rigure 2— Branches of Grain and Farm Supply Cooperatives, by Size, 2001
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many were acquired by or merged with other coop-
eratives and operated as branches from which to
serve members and patrons at outlying locations.

Grain and farm supply cooperatives operated
an estimated 5,583 branches—2,046 and 3,537, respec-
tively. In 2001, 131 grain cooperatives added branch-
es as did 125 farm supply cooperatives. Grain coop-
eratives averaged 2.6 branches and farm supply
cooperatives 2.9. In 2000, grain and farm supply
cooperatives operated an estimated 5,327 branch-
es.

Figure 2 shows that several of the largest coop-
eratives (mainly regional) had more branches than
the number of smaller (local) cooperatives com-
bined. The 64 largest grain cooperatives-8.1 per-
cent of all grain cooperatives—accounted for 34.6
percent of the total number of branches operated
by grain cooperatives. The 103 largest farm supply
cooperatives—8.3 percent of all farm supply coop-
eratives— had 1,776 branches, 50.2 percent of all
farm supply branches.

Memberships

Memberships in marketing, farm supply, and
related-service cooperatives totaled an estimated
3,033,907 in 2001, down 1.7 percent from 3,085,052
in 2000 (table 3).

By major business activity, 57.5 percent of the
total cooperative memberships were held in farm
supply cooperatives and 19.2 percent in grain mar-
keting cooperatives (figure 3). While only 3 percent
of total memberships, dairy cooperatives (91,033)
accounted for 25.4 percent, or $26.2 billion, of coop-
eratives' net business volume in 2001, up from 22.8
percent in 2000.

Most memberships in farm supply coopera-
tives were among the smallest and largest cooper-
atives (figure 4). Marketing cooperatives had the
greatest proportion of total memberships among
cooperatives with gross business volumes of $15
million to $100 million.

Employees

Farmer cooperatives hire full-time and part-
time and seasonal employees to run their opera-
tions. Their number and type depend on a variety of



Table 3— Number of co-ops,! and memberships,? by major business activity and State, 20013

State Hgts. in State

Memberships

State

Hgts. in State

Memberships

BEANS AND PEAS, DRY EDIBLE

California
North Dakota
Other States

United States

COTTON*
California
Texas

Other States
Foreign®

United States

DAIRY
California
lllinois

lowa
Massachusetts
Minnesota
New Mexico
New York
North Dakota
Ohio

Oregon
Pennsylvania
Virginia
Wisconsin
Other States

United States

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Florida

Hawalii

Idaho
Kentucky
Maine
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
New Jersey
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio

Oregon
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673
971
1,090

2,734

1,317
24,208
20,395

26

45,946

1,438
3,232
6,579
218
13,308
234
5,964
1,055
1,410
677
3,813
1,110
22,359
29,636

91,033

886
93
16,629
458
1,705
120
1,475
302
494
314
3,407
223
879
961
71
194
397
1,046

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES (Continued)

Pennsylvania
Texas
Washington
Other States
Foreign®

United States

6
3
16
18

220

530
236
4,854
2,424
84

37,782

GRAINS AND OILSEEDS, EXCLUDING COTTONSEEDS®

Colorado
Idaho

Illinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
South Dakota
Texas
Washington
Other States
Foreign®

United States

LIVESTOCK
Alabama
Idaho
Indiana
Kentucky
Mississippi
Missouri
North Dakota
Ohio

Virginia
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Other States

United States

15
4
107
14
97
94
5
85
3
12
9
46
107
32
32
59
34
19
15

789
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7,751
984
90,101
20,199
77,672
95,967
2,463
48,522
2,764
20,869
2,280
51,907
42,807
22,931
24,929
39,092
14,915
8,933
6,409
37

581,532

4,836
4,127
2,059
310
3,802
2,551
577
7,585
683
396
52,878
25,537

105,341

Continued



Table 3— Number of co-ops,* and memberships 2 by major business activity and State, 20012 (continued)

State

Hgts. in State

Memberships

State

Hgts. in State

Memberships

NUT”
California
Other States
Foreign®

United States

POULTRY?®
California
Utah

Other States
Foreign®

United States

RICE
California
Louisiana
Texas

Other States

United States

SUGAR?
Idaho
Louisiana
Michigan
Minnesota
Montana
Wyoming
Other States
Foreign®

United States

TOBACCO?
Kentucky
North Carolina
Tennessee
Virginia

Other States

United States

WOOL AND MOHAIR
Idaho

Montana

North Dakota

Ohio
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16

48
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24

19
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5,648
34,283
144

40,075

78
71
18,916
56

19,121

1,034
472
873

11,545

13,924

2,017
526
2,173
2,743
524
579
7,657
32

16,251

73,734
24,679
65,863
1,097
288

165,661

131
697
341
1,279

WOOL AND MOHAIR (Continued)

Pennsylvania
Utah

Virginia

West Virginia
Wyoming
Other States
Foreign®

United States

MISCELLANEOUS!?0
Alaska
California
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Maine
Minnesota
North Dakota
Washington
Other States

United States

TOTAL MARKETING
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
lowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota

13
3
6
9
3

16

80

o1 © ©

11
103
26
33

13
23
115
18
110
98
15
16
24

34
139

1,391
102
343
709
152

7,370

69

12,584

4,806
1,132
280

63

463
871
10,565
2,692
633
6,511

28,016

11,962
4,812
1,538
14,446
31,094
10,248
4,546
19,458
646
9,224
98,092
23,900
88,591
99,682
77,956
5,597
1,771
855
814
12,810

77,147

Continued



Table 3— Number of co-ops,! and memberships 2 by major business activity and State, 20013 (continued)

State

Hgts. in State

Memberships

State

Hgts. in State

Memberships

TOTAL MARKETING (Continued)

Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Other States
Foreign®

United States

FARM SUPPLY
Alabama
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Florida
Georgia

Idaho

lllinois

Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maryland
Massachusetts

12
20
34
54
13
4
79
17
133
49
36
19
41
3
62
8
57
10
5
18
45
13
39
7
6

1,606

47
36
20
20

13
56
26
55
33
26
20
12

10,568
33,314
4,040
56,487
2,641
1,108
8,834
27,175
53,000
33,651
34,662
5,043
5,831
2,306
42,243
68,606
45,992
3,282
1,673
26,445
15,759
1,497
77,179
947
2,080
448

1,160,000

30,107
40,440
14,572
18,874
12,444
1,950
11,035
77,519
42,818
69,407
29,779
163,280
6,716
73,440
3,759

FARM SUPPLY (Continued)

Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
New York
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Other States
Foreign®

United States

SERVICEX
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Georgia
Hawaii
lllinois
Louisiana
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma

23
129
38
45
31
39
8
103
20
28
14
7
64
69
47
6
36
29
13
89
5
12

1,234

o b~ O

48

D W

11

25
20

AW WO,

17

11,760
92,147
87,422
75,050
29,026
28,339
28,241
63,013
16,395
24,921
22,000
27,452
51,906
67,553
41,204
4,808
156,611
12,900
81,554
91,178
4,538
129,296
2,317

1,745,771

153
759
545
3,887
340
150
260
719
4,090
7,300
13,053
1,359
356
58
4,290
3,361
6,057

Continued



Table 3— Number of co-ops,t and memberships 2 by major business activity and State, 20013 (continued)

State Hgts. in State Memberships State Hgts. in State Memberships
SERVICE! (Continued) TOTAL (Continued)
Pennsylvania 6 159 Massachusetts 12 4,573
Texas 134 22,730 Michigan 62 28,660
Virginia 3 10,414 Minnesota 293 176,594
Washington 4 3,005 Mississippi 70 111,043
Wisconsin 47 18,133 Missouri 66 109,134
Other States 21 26,958 Montana 65 33,066
. Nebraska 95 84,834
United States 389 128,136 New Jersey 16 7,052
TOTAL New Mexico 10 2,705
New York 92 37,431
Alabama 62 42,222 .
Alaska 9 4812 North Carolina 22 96,351
) ' North Dakota 239 120,303
Arizona 9 2,710 .
Ohio 73 53,407
Arkansas 52 55,431
. . Oklahoma 81 65,640
California 171 49,553
Oregon 33 27,043
Colorado 47 29,122 .
. Pennsylvania 54 33,442
Connecticut 5 1,899 .
South Carolina 5 2,639
Delaware 3 43,430
i South Dakota 126 98,395
Florida 40 29,753
. Tennessee 79 137,805
Georgia 17 21,748
. Texas 238 109,926
Hawaii 20 904
Utah 17 9,354
Idaho 37 20,259
L Vermont 5 4,557
Illinois 175 175,871 —
. Virginia 57 193,470
Indiana 46 66,818 .
Washington 78 31,664
lowa 166 162,249 A
West Virginia 26 83,051
Kansas 133 129,576 . ;
Wisconsin 175 186,490
Kentucky 42 242,873 .
. Wyoming 12 5,485
Louisiana 47 13,032
. Other States 4 2,440
Maine 26 7,922 Foreians 2765
Maryland 17 74,404 9 !
United States 3,229 3,033,907

-

Includes centralized and federated cooperatives and those with mixed organizational structures. Hqts. means the cooperatives were
headquartered in the State listed.

Includes voting farmer-members, but not nonvoting patrons. (Duplication in these membership figures occurs because many farmers belong
to more than one cooperative.) Totals may not add due to rounding.

Data covering operations of cooperatives for fiscal years ended in 2001. States listed are those with more than two cooperatives or where
disclosure was not a problem.

Cotton ginning cooperatives are included as service cooperatives.

Includes memberships located in other countries.

Excludes soybean meal and oil.

Membership fluctuates annually and is affected by the extent to which producers participate in price stabilization programs.

Includes eggs, turkeys, ratite, squab, and related products.

Includes sugar, sugarcane, sugar beets, honey, maple syrup, molasses, and sorghum.

10 Includes forest products, fish, hay, hops, nursery stock, coffee, and other farm products not classified separately.

1 Cooperatives providing services such as cotton ginning, livestock shipping, storing, grinding, drying, and artificial insemination.
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Figure 3— Distribution of Memberships, by Type of Cooperative, 2001

Livestock & Poultry 4.1%

Grain & Oilseed 19.2%

Farm Supply 57.5%

Tobacco 5.5% —

Fruit & Vegetable 1.3%

Service 4.2%

Nut 1.3%
Other Marketing 2.4%:
Cotton 1.5%

Dairy 3.0%

Percent based on 3,033,907 total memberships.
! Includes dry bean and pea, wool and mohair, rice, sugar, fishery, and other miscellaneous marketing cooperatives.

Figure &— COOperative Memberships Grouped by Function and Gross Business Volume, 2001
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Table 4— Full-time and part-time and seasonal employees of farmer cooperatives, by type of co-op, 2000-2001

Total

Principal product(s) marketed

Full-time employees Part-time and seasonalt

or major function 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001
Number

Products marketed:
Cotton 2,897 2,526 1,759 1,800 1,138 726
Dairy 24,314 21,389 23,408 20,714 906 675
Fruits & vegetables 56,816 42,533 25,108 19,909 31,708 22,624
Grains and oilseeds? 27,547 25,066 20,309 19,629 7,238 5,437
Livestock and poultry 36,881 36,861 34,592 35,843 2,289 1,018
Rice 3,178 3,230 2,606 2,364 572 866
Sugar 8,887 8,024 4,523 4,392 4,364 3,632
Other marketings?® 10,737 8,182 8,831 6,335 1,906 1,847
Marketing 171,257 147,811 121,136 110,986 50,121 36,825
Farm supply 70,022 63,607 51,321 50,641 18,701 12,966
Service 13,379 9,326 4,208 4,039 9,171 5,287
Total 254,658 220,744 176,665 165,666 77,993 55,078

t Number of part-time and seasonal employees was estimated for cooperatives not reporting based on the relationship of part-time and
seasonal to full-time employees for the respondent cooperatives. Totals may not add due to rounding.

2 Excludes cottonseed.

3 Includes dry edible beans and peas, nuts, tobacco, wool, fishery, and miscellaneous marketing cooperatives.

factors, such as size of operation, type of commod-
ity handled, and involvement in value-added activ-
ities.

The number cooperatives hired dropped from
an estimated 254,658 in 2000 to 220,744 in 2001
(table 4). By type, marketing cooperatives had
147,811 employees (67 percent of total); farm supply
cooperatives had 63,607 (28.8 percent); and related-
service cooperatives had 9,326 (4.2 percent).

In the marketing category, fruit and vegetable
cooperatives had 42,533 employees; livestock and
poultry, 36,861; and grain and oilseed, 25,066.

Figure 5 shows the number of employees by
type of cooperative for 2001. Farm supply and fruit
and vegetable cooperatives used the most and cot-
ton cooperatives the fewest. Most dairy coopera-
tives do not experience seasonal fluctuation in prod-
uct so they carried the smallest proportion of
part-time and seasonal employees. By contrast, fruit
and vegetable cooperatives, cotton gins, and sugar
cooperatives have large seasonal variations and
used the most part-time and seasonal employees.

Use of full-time employees dropped 6.2 per-
cent to 165,666 in 2001, down from 176,665 in 2000.
The 1,606 marketing cooperatives used 110,986
employees, down 8.4 percent from 2000. Livestock
and poultry cooperatives had the most full-time
employees (35,843) followed by dairy cooperatives
(20,714). Together, they accounted for 51 percent of
the full-time employees of marketing cooperatives.

Use of full-time employees and number of
farm supply cooperatives dropped from 2000 to
2001—1,234 cooperatives and 50,641 full-time
employees in 2001 versus 1,277 cooperatives and
51,321 employees in 2000. Full-time employees of
the 389 related-service cooperatives were down 4
percent to 4,039 in 2001 from 4,208 in 2000.

Cooperatives used 55,078 part-time and sea-
sonal employees in 2001, down 29.4 percent to
77,993 in 2000. The largest decrease, 9,084, was in
fruit and vegetables cooperatives.

In 2001, marketing cooperatives used 36,825
part-time and seasonal employees (66.9 percent of
the total) or an average of more than 22.9 per coop-
erative. Fruit and vegetable and grain cooperatives,

11



rigure 5— FUll-Time and Part-Time and Seasonal Employees, by Type of Cooperative, 2001
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1 Includes dry bean and pea, nut, tobacco, wool and mohair, fishery, and other miscellaneous marketing cooperatives.

with 22,624, accounted for 41.1 percent of the total.
Farm supply cooperatives had 12,966 part-time and
seasonal employees, or an average of 10.5 per coop-
erative.

Most marketing cooperatives that further
process products operated with more employees
than farm supply cooperatives. For example, live-
stock and poultry cooperatives averaged more than
414 employees (figure 6).

Total Labor Expenses

Like other businesses, one of the largest
expense items of cooperatives is wages and bene-
fits. Hiring employees full-time or part-time and
seasonally involves decisions on both the number of
employees and levels of salaries and wages. Other
employee-related expenses include payroll taxes,
health and life insurance, and other benefits.

The average total labor expense per coopera-
tive for those reporting in both 2000 and 2001 is
shown in tables 5 and 6 by type of cooperative,
region, and asset group. This information can be
used for comparing the average total labor expense
of individual cooperatives of similar type, region,

12

and size. For those with no size grouping shown,
labor expense may not be a good barometer because
of the mix of sizes included in the group.

Total labor expense for cooperatives reporting
total wages and benefits both years was up 2.1 per-
cent. The average total labor expense varied from
2000 to 2001 (table 5). The change ranged from an
18.4-percent decrease for dry bean and pea coop-
eratives to an increase of 14.5 percent for grain and
oilseed cooperatives with assets ranging from $25
million to $499.99 million. The average total labor
expense increased with the cooperative size, espe-
cially for dairy, fruit and vegetable and cotton gins.
Average total labor expenses for cooperatives
involved in processing or manufacturing activities
would naturally to be high because they are labor
intensive industries.

Average total labor expense for grain and
oilseed and farm supply cooperatives, by region
and size, is shown in table 6. Farm supply cooper-
atives usually have more employees so often have
higher labor expenses than similar sized grain and
oilseed cooperatives.



rigure 6— Average Number of Full-Time and Part-Time and Seasonal Employees, by Type of

Cooperative, 2001
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! Includes dry bean and pea, nut, tobacco, wool and mohair, fishery, and other miscellaneous marketing cooperatives.

Total Sales per Dollar of Total Labor Expense

One measure of labor productivity is the rela-
tionship between total sales and total labor expense
shown in tables 7 and 8 by type, region, and size of
cooperative.

Total sales per dollar of total labor expense is
relatively high for cooperatives involved in bar-
gaining (dairy) or operating auctions (tobacco and
livestock). Their total labor requirements are low
and sales are high. Surveyed cooperatives report-
ed the value of the product for which they bar-
gained or auctioned off. Total sales per dollar of
total labor expense was up 3.4 percent from $13.20
in 2000 to $13.66 in 2001.

Dairy cooperatives with assets of $1 million to
$2.49 million accounted for the highest sales per
dollar of labor expense, $76.38 in 2001 (table 7).
Other service cooperatives with assets of $2.5 mil-
lion to $99.99 million had the lowest at $2.07.

Total sales per dollar of labor expense varies
more as cooperative size increases for dairy coop-
eratives than it does for grain and oilseed, fruit and
vegetable, and farm supply cooperatives. Dairy
cooperatives ranged from $10.46 to $76.38 in 2001,

grain and oilseed cooperatives from $16.18 to $26.94;
fruit and vegetable cooperatives from $7.55 to
$14.17; and farm supply cooperatives ranged from
$9.40 to $11.59.

Table 8 shows total sales per dollar of total
labor expense for grain and oilseed and farm supply
cooperatives by region because more homogeneity
exists among cooperatives by location than by type.

Total sales per $1 of total labor expense varied
by size, region, and year. Corn Belt grain and oilseed
cooperatives with assets of $1 million to $2.5 mil-
lion had the largest sales per $1 total labor expense
both in 2000 and 2001. The largest sales per $1 total
labor expense among Corn Belt farm supply coop-
eratives was reported by those with total assets of
less than $0.5 million in both 2000 and 2001. In most
regions, the sales per $1 of total labor expense did
not vary significantly among the farm supply coop-
eratives.

Cooperative leaders may want to calculate
their total sales per dollar of total labor expense and
compare it with numbers in tables 7 or 8 to see how
well their cooperative is performing.
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Table 5— Average total labor expense for cooperatives reporting, by selected type and size, 2000-01

Average total labor expense?
Type of co-op

and asset group (Mil. Dol.) 2000 2001 Change
$1,000 Percent
Dry bean and pea 3,355.4 2,738.5 -18.4
Cotton 3,847.1 3,365.8 -12.5
Less than $25.0 1,698.4 1,688.0 -0.6
25.0 and more 6,533.0 5,463.0 -16.4
Dairy 4,826.7 5,058.9 4.8
Less than $0.5 85.7 83.5 -2.6
05 - 0.99 103.0 99.3 -3.6
1.0 - 2.49 155.9 141.0 -95
25 - 24.99 1,531.8 1,678.1 9.6
25.0 and more 19,626.9 20,497.5 4.4
Fruit and vegetable 2,437.2 2,480.9 1.8
Less than $0.5 108.6 116.9 7.6
05 - 0.99 276.4 2715 -1.8
1.0 - 2.49 603.4 624.2 35
25 - 2499 3,065.6 2,957.4 -3.5
250 - 99.99 7,655.9 8,045.2 5.1
Fruit and vegetable 2,437.2 2,480.9 1.8
Fresh only 2,227.2 2,292.3 29
Processed only 2,044.8 2,183.3 6.8
Fresh and processed 3,450.9 3,370.3 -2.3
Grain and oilseed 1,305.2 1,398.4 7.1
Less than $0.99 138.8 134.0 -3.4
1.0 - 2.49 191.4 197.1 3.0
25 - 2499 1,095.3 1,151.2 5.1
25.0 - 499.99 3,976.1 4,394.2 105
Livestock 1,029.3 1,093.8 6.3
Sugar 28,075.3 28,335.7 0.9
Tobacco 80.5 72.5 10.0
Fishery 2,249.6 2,148.7 -4.5
Miscellaneous marketing 3,171.9 2,859.5 -9.9
Farm supply 2,125.2 2,140.1 0.7
Less than $0.5 81.1 81.3 0.3
05 - 0.99 183.1 191.1 4.4
1.0 - 2.49 326.8 339.0 3.7
25 - 2499 1,374.1 1,419.7 3.3
250 - 99.99 5,393.4 5,598.0 3.8
100.0 - 499.99 27,406.2 27,388.8 -0.1
500.0 and more 166,512.7 162,030.9 -2.7
Cotton gin 5715 572.8 0.2
Less than $0.5 93.0 93.3 0.3
05 - 0.99 209.4 212.3 1.4
1.0 - 2.49 331.4 315.4 -4.8
25 - 99.99 1,039.7 1,056.5 1.6
Service 753.7 818.0 8.5
Less than $0.5 130.3 127.9 -1.8
05 - 0.99 445.1 466.9 4.9
1.0 - 2.49 934.7 1,015.9 8.7
25 - 99.99 2,329.3 2,5735 105

!t Includes wages and salaries, payroll taxes, and employee benefits for cooperatives reporting in both years.
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Table 6— Average total labor expense for grain and oilseed and farm supply cooperatives, by region and size,

2000-01

Type of co-op, region®

Average total labor expense?

and asset group (Mil. Dol.) 2000 2001 Change
Percent
Grain and Oilseed Cooperatives:
Corn Belt 1,453.2 1,554.4 7.0
05 - $2.49 207.2 207.8 0.3
25 - 2499 1,215.3 1,276.2 5.0
25.0 - 499.99 4,260.4 4,709.9 10.6
Lake States 1,349.0 1,444.5 7.1
1.0 - $249 188.3 209.3 11.2
25 - 24.99 849.9 901.8 6.1
25.0 - 499.99 4,270.5 4,609.6 7.9

Mountain 1,019.3 1,066.9 4.7

Northern Plains 1,222.6 1,312.8 7.4
Less than $1.0 120.3 119.7 -0.5

1.0 - 2.49 180.4 186.4 3.3

25 - 2499 1,042.1 1,092.4 4.8
25,0 - 99.99 4,065.2 4,526.1 11.3
Southern Plains 836.3 891.9 6.7
1.0 - $2.49 175.9 178.0 1.1

25 - 99.99 1,141.1 1,221.4 7.0
Pacific 1,114.8 1,186.4 6.4
1.0 - $2.49 182.9 201.1 10.0

25 - 99.99 1,647.4 1,749.4 6.2

Farm Supply Cooperatives:

Appalachian 5,297.5 5,715.3 7.9
Less than $2.49 325.7 349.5 7.3
2.5 and more 8,009.4 8,642.0 7.9

Corn Belt 3,326.0 3,360.2 1.0
Less than $0.5 66.6 68.6 3.0

05 - 0.99 196.6 201.3 2.4
1.0 - 2.49 393.0 402.2 2.3
25 - 2499 1,737.7 1,809.2 4.1
25.0 and more 22,447.0 22,273.1 -0.8

Delta States 601.8 636.8 5.8

Less than $1.0 162.9 161.1 -1.1

1.0 - 2.49 353.5 368.3 4.2

25 - 2499 861.7 918.0 6.5
Continued

15



Table 6— Average total labor expense for grain and oilseed and farm supply cooperatives, by region and size,
2000-01 (continued)

Average total labor expense?

Type of co-op, region®
and asset group (Mil. Dol.) 2000 2001 Change

$1,000 Percent

Farm Supply Cooperatives:

Lake States 1,396.4 1,403.5 0.5
Less than $0.5 86.4 79.6 -7.9
05 - 0.99 193.3 194.8 0.8

1.0 - 2.49 337.4 344.6 2.1

25 - 2499 1,412.0 1,433.2 1.5
25.0 - 499.99 6,492.2 6,352.9 2.2
Mountain 1,058.4 1,126.5 6.4
Less than $1.0 109.2 115.3 5.6
1.0 - 2.49 348.0 351.3 0.9

25 - -99.99 1,372.0 1,464.7 6.8
Northeast 18,409.3 16,770.8 -8.9
Less than $1.0 219.6 254.1 15.7
1.0 and more 26,493.6 24,111.6 -9.0
Northern Plains 677.0 710.4 4.9
Less than $0.5 89.2 94.4 59
05 - 0.99 153.8 158.0 2.7

1.0 - 2.49 263.3 273.0 3.7

25 - 2499 921.7 954.5 3.6
25.0 - 99.99 4,389.9 4,981.1 13.5
Pacific 2,266.5 2,270.3 0.2
1.0 - $2.49 324.0 358.0 105

2.5 - 499.99 3,084.4 3,075.4 -0.3
Southeast 285.1 3125 9.6
Less than $1.0 136.6 137.9 1.0
1.0 - 2.49 216.6 253.5 17.0

25 - 2499 484.9 531.3 9.6
Southern Plains 655.5 677.5 3.4
Less than $0.5 102.5 102.4 -0.1
05 - 0.99 240.8 256.6 6.6

1.0 - 2.49 294.1 295.5 0.5

25 - 24.99 1,282.6 1,333.7 4.0

1 See footnote to table 8 for an explanation of what States are in each region.
2 Includes wages and salaries, payroll taxes, and employee benefits for cooperatives reporting in both years.

Note: The average total labor expense is derived by dividing total wages and benefits by the number of cooperatives where the information
was provided.
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Table 7— Total sales per dollar of total labor expense for cooperatives reporting, by selected type
and size, 2000-01

Sales per $1 labor expense!

Type of co-op and

asset group (Mil. Dol.) 2000 2001 Change
Dollars Percent
Dry bean and pea 11.01 13.02 18.3
Cotton 55.48 59.06 6.4
Less than $25.0 17.14 19.28 12.5
25.0 and more 67.94 74.42 9.5
Dairy 22.14 24.27 9.6
Less than $0.5 15.52 10.46 -32.6
05 - 0.99 17.06 13.08 -23.3
1.0 - 2.49 65.37 76.38 16.8
25 - 2499 35.50 37.52 5.7
25.0 - 99.99 20.15 22.22 10.3
Fruit and vegetable 8.97 8.93 -0.5
Less than $0.5 16.70 14.17 -15.1
05 - 0.