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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 


FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
August 12, 2002                                                          Patrick Gross           - (605) 624-7060 or

           
                        (605) 352-1102


FEDERAL OFFICIALS ATTEND PHILIP GROUNDBREAKING

PHILIP - USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen and members of his staff attended the groundbreaking in Philip August 12th for the news $1.4 million water distribution system.  Rural Development will make both loan and grant funds available for the project from their Water and Environmental Program through the Rural Utilities Service.

Jensen said, "The combination of our $1,303,800 loans and grants will play a major role in financing this badly needed project."  He continued, "Our work with the SD Department of Environmental and Natural Resources, the City of Philip, and the First National Bank of Philip is a good example of how the federal government can help rural towns in need of serious infrastructure upgrades."  New transmission lines will replace twenty blocks of cast iron lines that have been in service over seventy years.  According to city officials, poor water quality led to excessive corrosion and broken lines, which in turn has affected water pressure.

In addition to the new distribution lines in town, funding for the main transmission line from the storage tank north of Philip will also be replaced.  Officials report that this line has been undersized and currently presents fire fighting and safety concerns.  The City water system serves 446 residential and 83 commercial customers.

The South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources contributed $150,000 to the project while the City contributed $3,300 in cash.  Interim financing is being provided by  the First National Bank of Philip prior to final federal awards.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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