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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES NEARLY $700 MILLION IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES

WASHINGTON - Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced $686 million in economic development projects to strengthen rural communities throughout the United States, as part of the Bush Administration’s ongoing commitment to invest and bolster programs for rural America.  The 365 projects being announced in 47 states and Puerto Rico will build and upgrade water and waste disposal facilities and will provide clean drinking water to improve the quality of life for thousands of residents and businesses in rural communities.  

“Rural America is an integral part of this nation’s economic fabric and President Bush is committed to programs that create jobs and spur investment and economic growth,” said Veneman.  “These projects will provide critical infrastructure funding that will help residents and businesses in rural communities, as well as create jobs and more investment in these areas.”

Veneman made the announcement one week after participating in the President’s Economic Forum in Waco, Texas, where the Administration discussed how to strengthen the nation’s economy and create new jobs to help working families.  The projects being announced today will be used to spur economic growth, job creation and help the environment through the building and upgrading of water and waste disposal facilities throughout the country.  These projects are funded through the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002. 

“USDA is working in a swift and thoughtful manner to implement the new farm bill,” said Tom Dorr, Under Secretary for Rural Development.  “These projects are important for families and businesses in rural communities throughout America and will go a long way in improving water quality and the environment.”

Five projects In South Dakota will receive a total of $10,171,956 which represents a combination of loan and grant funding.  Projects or phases of projects to be funded include the Aurora-Brule Water System, Inc., BDM (Brown/Day/Marshall) Rural Water System, Inc. (Phase 3), Davison Rural Water System, Inc., City of Lake Norden, and City of Mission.  In FY 2002, USDA will provide nearly $2 billion to fund more than 1,100 water and waste disposal projects in rural communities.  That is up from $1.4 billion in FY 2001.  

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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