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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 


FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
August 21, 2002                                                          Patrick Gross  - (605) 624-7060 or

           
              (605) 352-1102


FEDERAL OFFICIALS PRESENT FUNDING FOR NEW GENERATOR:

$57,000 Direct Community Facilities Loan Provides Care Center With Alternative Power Source
MENNO - USDA Rural Development officials visited Menno August 21st to deliver federal loan funds to the Menno–Olivet Care Center. Lynn D. Jensen and staff members Tim Murray from Mitchell and Les Boehmer from Sioux Falls were on hand to present $57,000 in federal loan funds for the purchase of a new power generator.

Jensen said, “Our Community Facilities loan program brings critical funding for rural community projects like this across South Dakota.” He continued, “ Knowing that this generator will guarantee electric power to the Care Center and that it can generate enough power for the community in an emergency situation makes this project very meaningful.”  The 300 kilowatt generator was purchased as a replacement for the current 18 kilowatt unit being used by the Care Center.  Loan funds come from a USDA Rural Development program designed to fund essential community facilities in rural areas. It was also used recently to fund the Care Center addition with support from the Menno State Bank. The new addition provided additional resident rooms, as well as remodeling of existing space, a sunroom, storage and improvements of the therapy and outpatient rooms.

Local officials are putting in place the Community Outreach Project for the Elderly (COPE) which will make the Care Center available for emergency shelter for the community during times of extreme weather conditions.  According to city officials funds will be used in part from the capital savings account of the Menno-Olivet Care Center.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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