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FEDERAL OFFICIALS AWARD TELEMEDICINE GRANT

Howard - USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen and members of his staff joined Horizon Health Care, Inc. officials this week to present a $208,739 grant award.  The federal grant from the Rural Utilities Service, who distributes and administers Distance Learning Telemedicine loans and grants,  will assist in establishing a needs-driven emergency network for area residents.

Jensen said, "Bringing federal dollars to rural South Dakota in support of special initiatives such as the one Horizon Health Care is developing will enhance primary healthcare for this area.  Not only will health care services be enhanced, but patient education and continuing education for health care providers will be given special attention with this project."

Horizon Health Care is a non-profit community health center organization that serves a six county rural area.  The funding will help expand Horizon Health Care's delivery system and will help in making initial triage decisions regarding whether a patient should be immediately transported to a health care facility with more resources or a whether a patient can be treated locally.  John Mengenhausen speaking for Horizon Health Care, Inc. said, "The telemedicine project will provide the community the opportunity to be seen by the specialist at the health center while the doctor is located in his office/hospital in Sioux Falls."  The health care provider serves Miner, Hamlin, Kingsbury, Aurora, Jerauld, and Sanborn Counties in cooperation with Howard Community Health Center, Jerauld County Clinic in Wessington Springs, Bell Medical Service in DeSmet, Aurora County Clinic in Plankinton, Lake Preston Community Health Center, Whiting Memorial Clinic in Woonsocket, and the Bryant Community Health Center.  Mengenhausen also pointed out that they will have the ability to connect with the Sioux Valley Hospital and Health Systems in Sioux Falls to provide assistance with resuscitation, trauma care, and urgent consultations by an ER specialist.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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