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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICIALS MAKE PRESENTATION DURING
OTI KAGA OPEN HOUSE:  Federal Support Makes Office Building a Reality

Eagle Butte - Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development and members of his staff attended the open house activities for the housing development corporation Oti Kaga, Inc. in Eagle Butte Friday, and presented a combination of loan and grant funding totaling $417,375.

Jensen said, “Our relationship with Oti Kaga, Inc. has proved to be a very productive experience, one that we take pride in.” He continued, “Together we have built 77 units in multi-family housing, and in recent years we have loaned over $1 million dollars to families in need of housing on the Cheyenne River Reservation.”  The one million dollars in low interest loans went to 54 families, according to Jensen.

The new Oti Kaga, Inc. office complex is being funded by a loan and grant combination from USDA and includes 2,300 square feet of space for the housing development corporation. Oti Kaga, Inc. focuses on housing that is safe, economical and affordable, according to Oti Kaga Executive Director Bill Picotte. Picotte said, “We look for as many housing financial resources as possible and pride ourselves on collaboration with housing partners and staff competence.” He continued, “USDA Rural Development has been a critical partner in our work to make affordable housing available to the Cheyenne River community.” Picotte added that his board of directors takes an active role in housing opportunities and their work is critical to their successes.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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