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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICIALS PRESENT FINANCIAL AWARDS TO AREA TOWNS

Huron—USDA Rural Development officials met this week with several communities in northwestern South Dakota to award financial support for community projects. McLaughlin, Isabel and Timber Lake will receive federal support for projects selected in recent Community Facility funding activities from USDA Rural Development.

In McLaughlin, two community projects will be funded including a $4,140 grant for improvements to the city weather siren. Details will also be finalized for a grant of $139,640 and a loan of $10,000 in support of the new Community Youth Center that has several funding partners and represents a significant effort for youth activities in McLaughlin.

Timber Lake will receive loan funds for $30,000 and a grant for $30,000 to cover a portion of the costs associated with a new fire hall in cooperation with the city and the Timber Lake Fire Department.

The City of Isabel will receive a $15,000 grant in support of the purchase of a new weather siren to replace a system that was destroyed by lightning.

The three communities were included with a dozen others in South Dakota receiving funding for community facilities following a one-time competition provided by USDA Rural Development. The criteria for the awards revolved around a program that made counties with a not-employed rate of at least 19.5% eligible for special funding. South Dakota had twenty-one counties that were eligible.

Lynn Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development said, “We are especially pleased that we could identify and succeed with applications from so many communities as there was a lot of competition for this funding.” He continued, “These grants and loans are crucial for economically depressed areas of our state.” Overall $25 million was available for communities nationwide in a one-time funding event. South Dakota landed support for over twenty community projects statewide, with fourteen receiving funds from the special initiative.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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