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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
January 27, 2003



                     Patrick Gross - (605) 624-7060 or









   
          (605) 352-1102

FEDERAL OFFICIALS AWARD LOCAL FIRE DISTRICT $75,000 IN LOAN FUNDING:  New Fire Truck

Howard - Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development Rural Development Director Les Boehmer and Rural Development Manager Trace Davids, presented Miner County Rural Fire officials with a $75,000 Community Facilities loan check on Monday for the purchase of a new fire truck.

Jensen said, “Our Communities Facilities Loan Program enables many communities to provide essential facilities and equipment that really impact the quality of life for rural residents.”  The City of Howard will pay for approximately $75,000 of the new truck.  The USDA loan to the District is scheduled for 10 years at 4.625% interest.  USDA makes direct Community Facilities loans statewide and they also guarantee local lender loans for similar facilities and equipment.

Local officials’ report that the new fire truck, a 2002 GMC Chassis, has a 1,000 gallon per minute pump apparatus and related safety equipment.  The fire department serves the City of Howard and seven area townships, giving protection to approximately 1,800 people.

USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and educational institutional partners, and its national office.  Rural Development provides access to a range of financial and intellectual tools (including technical and educational assistance, loans, loan guarantees, and grants) through the Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service and the Office of Community Development.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting your local USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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