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                                 Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

FEDERAL OFFICIALS ATTEND OPEN HOUSE

Deadwood - USDA Rural Development Associate Administrator for the Rural Housing Service James E. Selmon, from Washington, DC, and South Dakota USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen and Rural Housing Director Roger Hazuka were in town today to promote Homeowernship Month and participated in open house activities at the Patricia McKenzie residence today.  Rural Development Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager Doug Roehl also participated in the event.

Ms. McKenzie's previous home was damaged and later condemned after the "Grizzly Gulch" fire that threatened the Deadwood area in 2002.  Her new home became a reality through a joint effort between USDA Rural Development, South Dakota Housing Development Authority, Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills and the City of Deadwood.  The "Governor's House" was purchased through the South Dakota Housing Development Authority.  Financing for the home was made possible through USDA Rural Development's Direct Homeownership Loan program in the amount of $52,250, South Dakota Housing Development Authority GAP Funding in the amount of $20,000 and Neighborhood Housing Grant Assistance in the amount of $1,250; for a total project cost of $72,250.  The "Governor's Houses" are built at South Dakota's Springfield prison by prison inmates and delivered as one piece to the site. 

Selmon said, "This project is an excellent example on how federal funds can be leveraged with the resources of others to assist South Dakotans through partnerships." 

Jensen said, "We are happy to assist applicants with the purchase of their homes. Under the Direct Homeownership Loan program we provide an avenue for applicants to receive loans to purchase or build homes with lower interest rates and longer repayment terms."  USDA Rural Development loans require no down payment and the payments are made affordable by reducing the interest rate according to the household income.

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. Rural Development is Rural America's Venture Capitalist.  Providing equity, liquidity, and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on these and other rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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