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                     Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

FEDERAL OFFICIALS ATTEND RIBBON-CUTTING FOR CRISIS INTERVENTION SHELTER SERVICES

Sturgis – USDA Rural Development Deputy Under Secretary for Policy and Planning Gilbert G. Gonzalez, Jr., from Washington, DC, and South Dakota USDA Rural Development Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager Doug Roehl attended ribbon-cutting ceremonies for the Crisis Intervention Shelter Services (CISS) in Sturgis on Monday, March 10th.  

Mr. Gonzalez said, “I am honored to participate in today’s event.  This project is a great example of how federal funding can assist those who are dedicated to providing safety and empowerment to victims of violence.”

The Crisis Intervention Shelter Services is a nonprofit corporation that had been established in Meade County, South Dakota in 1991.  A new facility for the shelter was needed because the previous property it was on had been leased and recently sold.  The facility is being constructed on land donated by the city and should be completed in April of 2003.  USDA Rural Development provided financing in the amount of $230,000 for the project under its Direct Community Facility Program.

When asked her thoughts on the new facility, LaRue-Forbes said, “All of us at CISS are very excited and thrilled to have this new facility in Sturgis.  I am not sure we would have this building, if it wasn’t for the help of USDA Rural Development.”

USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen said, “These funds represent one of the ways government can help small communities provide services to those in need.”
USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and educational institutional partners, and its national office.  Rural Development provides access to a range of financial and intellectual tools (including technical and educational assistance, loans, loan guarantees, and grants) through the Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service and the Office of Community Development.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting your local USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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