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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                                     FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
October 22, 2002


                                                                  Patrick Gross      - (605) 624-7060 or








                                                     (605) 352-1102

NATIONAL ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AWARDED $510,000 AND PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT III AWARDED $75,000
$75 MILLION IN GRANTS TO SPUR ECONOMIC GROWTH AND INVESTMENT IN U.S. RURAL COMMUNITIES
Sioux Falls - Deputy Secretary of Agriculture James Moseley was in South Dakota today to announce funding for projects in South Dakota.  Nationwide, $75 million dollars will be awarded for economic development, energy and infrastructure projects to help spur investment and create new jobs in rural communities throughout the United States. 

Moseley said, "Strengthening rural America and rural development are important parts of President Bush’s economic agenda."  He continued, "Through these grants and in many other ways, USDA is pleased to be a partner with South Dakota and its communities in creating jobs and building valuable infrastructure to improve the quality of life."  

These grants will bring new economic opportunities and job creation for rural America.  The Bush administration continues to increase investment in health care, education, value-added process and rural infrastructure which provides renewed growth to these important sectors of our economy.

Two South Dakota projects will receive funding through the Rural Housing Service Community Facilities Program's Rural Community Development Initiative:

National Enterprise Development Corporation [dba Rural Community Innovations (RCI)] will receive a $510,000 Rural Community Development Initiative Grant to provide a program of technical and financial assistance to three recipient organizations (two are federally recognized tribes and the other is a 501(c) (3) community development organization).   RCI's purpose is to develop, promote, and support innovative projects and techniques for sustainable rural development.

Planning and Development District III will receive a $75,000 Rural Community Development Initiative Grant to increase the capacity of local officials to address housing, community facility and economic development issues through intensive training in applied techniques, resources and technology.  A total of seventeen recipient communities and two Indian tribes will be educated about using the development tools available to them in South Dakota.  

Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota said, "We are very pleased to provide funding to these projects which promote economic activity and development in South Dakota." 

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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