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         Alisa Harrison (202) 720-4623
                                                                                             Tim McNeilly (202) 690-0498

USDA AWARDS $32.4 MILLION IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS FOR EDUCATION AND MEDICAL SERVICE

WASHINGTON - Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of 84 Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT) grants totaling more than $32 million, providing greater educational opportunities and medical service to rural citizens in 41 states.

“The Bush Administration recognizes the importance of technology in bringing new resources to rural America,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “These grants will help expand the availability of state of the art health care and educational resources to rural families.”   

In total, 57 distance education grants for $23.5 million, and 27 telemedicine grants for more than $ 8.9 million were selected for funding. The education projects will help 556 schools provide students with educational tools to better equip them for the global digital economy.  Additionally, rural residents will have access to better, faster and more modern health care through 190 medical service facilities.  A complete list of the selected grant recipients can be found at the USDA Rural Development web site at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov
“Information technology is critical to rural Americans.  It significantly improves the quality of their health care and their ability to receive access to educational programs that prepare them for a competitive future,” said Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas C. Dorr.

Receiving Distance Learning and Telemedicine funds in South Dakota are as follows: Avera St. Luke’s Hospital will receive $252,875 for advancing telecommunication services to rural American and increase medical opportunities to underserved areas; Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society will receive $404,080 for advancing telecommunication resources to rural areas and increasing their end user sites; and Southeast Area Cooperative will receive $499,996 for updating the technology level of the consortium, add communities to the consortium and facilitate new partnerships.
State Director Lynn D. Jensen said, “This assistance will help these communities create a major advancement in the quality of rural life in our state.”

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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