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Increased Cooperation needed to help resolve Community Economic Development Issues in Rural South Dakota
PIERRE, S.D. (December 16, 2003) – The continued decline in population and rising concerns about the lack of business and employment opportunities in South Dakota’s rural communities has brought the issue of rural economic development to the forefront of the agenda for state policymakers.  Governor Rounds recently addressed this concern as part of the 2010 Initiative and its goal to brand the quality of life in South Dakota as the best in the nation.
“Rural communities need to begin working together more closely to develop creative solutions to address these concerns,” said Lynn Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development.  He continued, “In addition, we need to increase cooperation and facilitate partnerships between Federal, State, local, tribal and private organizations to more efficiently and effectively target available resources to communities with the greatest need.”
The South Dakota Rural Development Council (SDRDC) held a forum in Pierre and invited state leaders in rural economic development to attend.  “The South Dakota Rural Development Council can play a vital role in helping like-minded organizations throughout South Dakota work together to address the issues of rural development,” said Lynne Keller, Chairperson of the South Dakota Rural Development Council and Executive Director of the South Eastern Council of Governments.  “Structural shifts in rural economies do not necessarily mean that rural communities will be unable to compete in the future. Changing economic circumstances present an opportunity for rural communities to reevaluate their economic development strategies and pursue policies that concentrate on growing from within.”
The South Dakota Rural Development Council recently reorganized as an independent non-profit organization.  Part of a network of 40 similar state councils nationwide, the SDRDC works to bring together and facilitate partnerships among organizations at all levels of government and the private sector.  

“One of the first priorities for the SDRDC will be to help communities reassess their community development strategies,” said Shawn Pritchett, Executive Director for the South Dakota Rural Development Council. “SDRDC will be working with multiple partner organizations to extend the Community Resource Team Assessment tool to South Dakota’s rural communities.  Resource team assessments provide a process through which communities can survey the needs of their citizens, prioritize economic development activities, and identify technical and financial resources available to meet their goals.  This tool helps communities work through the process of developing locally-conceived development strategies.”
A resource team, consisting of volunteers with expertise in various areas of community development, provides a community-based assessment, makes recommendations that address a community’s specific issues, provides follow-up support, and is a means to rally unity among the community’s citizens.   Recognizing the limited resources of rural communities, the cost to host a community resource team assessment is minimal.
“In Wyoming, we have completed assessments for 55 of our 97 communities over the past five years and we are planning to do 10 more in the next year,” said Mary Randolph, Executive Director of the Wyoming Rural Development Council. “This assessment tool has been extremely successful in Wyoming because it helps provide direction and advice to rural communities that could not otherwise be able to afford this type of analysis.  It also provides a way for communities and rural development organizations to connect with each other.”
For more information about the South Dakota Rural Development Council and the Community Resource Team Assessment initiative, contact: SDRDC at PO Box 91435, Sioux Falls SD 57109, phone 605-360-8548, or visit SDRDC’s web site at www.sdrdc.org.
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