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USDA ANNOUNCES $15 MILLION IN PUBLIC TELEVISION STATION DIGITAL TRANSITION GRANTS

Washington - Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of 16 recipients in 13 states to receive $15 million in grant funds to finance the conversion of television services to digital broadcasting for small rural public television stations.  

“These grants will help bring digital-age broadcasting to rural America,” Veneman said.  “Many rural communities depend on public television stations for services ranging from educational course content in their schools to local news, weather and agricultural reports. The recipients selected for the competitive grant program have significant need in their communities.”

As part of the nation's transition to digital television, the Federal Communications Commission required all television broadcasters to initiate the broadcast of a digital television signal by May 1, 2003, and to cease analog television broadcasts on December 31, 2006. About half of the nation's 357 public television stations did not meet the deadline to initiate digital broadcasting, and have received extensions to May 1, 2004.  To assist stations with the transition, Congress recommended in the USDA Rural Development 2003 appropriation bill that $15 million of the $51.9 million in distance learning and telemedicine funds be utilized in support of the transition effort.  Since 2001, the Bush Administration has invested over $88 million to enhance access to rural education, and health care technology through the distance learning and telemedicine program.

To meet the requirements of transition to digital broadcasting, a station must install a new antenna, transmitter or translator, and new digital program management facilities.  If a station is to perform a program origination, which many do, digital cameras, editing and mastering systems are also required.  In Kansas, Smoky Hills Public TV will receive $1.4 million to assist in providing a new tower, building, digital transmission equipment and the associated processing, monitoring, and test equipment.  This will enable Smokey Hills to continue to provide children’s programs, educational programs, state legislative news and regular PBS programs to the 52 counties in Northwestern Kansas.  

In South Dakota, the South Dakota Educational T.V. stations of KPSD and KZSD will receive $391,118 respectively in grant funds.  State Director Lynn D. Jensen said, “I pleased these grant funds will assist these stations in upgrading services to digital-age broadcasting.  This will allow South Dakotan’s continued access to informational and educational programming.”

Funds will be provided through the USDA Rural Development Telecommunications Program. Funding of selected applicants will be contingent upon meeting the conditions of the grant agreement. USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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