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                                 Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

FEDERAL OFFICIALS AWARD DISTANCE LEARNING TELEMEDICINE GRANT
Sioux Falls – USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen and members of his staff joined Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society officials this week to present a $404,080 grant award.  The federal grant from the Rural Utilities Service, who distributes and administers Distance Learning Telemedicine loans and grants, will assist in the utilization of telemedicine technology in the home health care setting.

Jensen said, “Bringing federal dollars to rural South Dakota in support of advanced telemedicine technology will enhance primary healthcare for this area.  Health care services will be enhanced, patient education will increase, and high quality healthcare will be available in a cost effective manner.”

The Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society is a non profit long term health care provider located in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  The project will serve 26 predominately rural communities, including Cottonwood, Sibley, Jackson, Rock, Cass, Pipestone, Fillmore, Redwood, Wantonwan, Nicollet, LeSeuer, Murray, Nobles, Brown, Martin, Blue Earth, Renville, McLeod, Waseca, Olmstead, Houston, Winona, Freeborn, Mower, Crow Winder, and Morrison Counties located in Minnesota.  The Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society will use RUS grant funds to further utilize telemedicine technology in the home health care setting.  Eighty audio-video telephones and a home monitoring system with 75 home monitoring units and three central units will be used to better serve an aging rural population presenting high health care demands.  The four Home Health Agencies within the project area will serve as the hubs, and the end user sites will include private rural homes and congregate housing settings. The technology to be utilized will be from both satellite and existing telephone line infrastructure.
Tom Syverson, Regional Director for Southern Minnesota’s Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society, said, “We are very grateful for the support we received from the USDA Rural Utilities Service to expand the health services in greater Minnesota.”
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. Rural Development is Rural America's Venture Capitalist.  Providing equity, liquidity, and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on these and other rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

-USDA-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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