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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

FAULK COUNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL TO CONSTRUCT NEW FACILITY 
WITH $2.25 MILLION LOAN FROM RURAL DEVELOPMENT
New Hospital Will Provide Improved Service to Local and Surrounding Communities

(Faulkton, South Dakota – August 4, 2005) Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today presented Faulk County Memorial Hospital with a community facility direct loan in the amount of $2,250,000 and a guaranteed loan in the amount of $2,250,000 to assist in the construction of a new hospital building and for relocation of the existing clinic.

Jensen said, “This new efficient facility will increase customer capacity and care, in addition to being energy efficient.  The hospital will be in a position to provide increased service to individuals in the Faulk County area and increase the likelihood of a physician locating a practice to the community.”  
Improvements made with the funding will make the hospital better able to meet current medical technology requirements, meet security and bioterrorism requirements and make record keeping more efficient.  Among the upgrades will be a safer helicopter pad.  The federal funds will be leveraged with community development block grant (CDBG) funds of $700,000.

“This new facility will enhance medical services in the Faulkton area for years.  I personally want to thank USDA Rural Development for their involvement in the project, for without their untiring support, the project would not have come to fruition,” said Verne Hansen, President of the Faulk County Memorial Hospital.  
USDA Rural Development Manager Dave Franssens also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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