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GROW SPINK, INC.  PROVIDES ECONOMIC GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES 
WITH $26,647 GRANT FROM RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Opportunities Exist for Small and Emerging Spink County Businesses
(Redfield, South Dakota – August 4, 2005) Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today awarded a rural business enterprise grant for $26,647 to Grow Spink, Inc.  The funds will be used to provide technical assistance to small and emerging businesses and economic development projects throughout Spink County.  

Jensen said, “This is the kind of project that multiplies the benefits of federal funding by helping Grow Spink, Inc. reach out and provide economic growth opportunities in the community.”
Grow Spink, Inc. has provided technical assistance to small and emerging businesses and local economic development projects throughout Spink County since 2001.  Examples of third party technical assistance that will be provided to Spink County economic development projects and to small and emerging businesses would include individualized business counseling and problem solving activities, market research, feasibility studies, professional service fees necessary for the development of the project and appropriate training opportunities to entrepreneurs.  Additionally, Grow Spink, Inc. will sponsor at least three business workshops throughout the next three years.

“Grow Spink now has a source of funds to use in assisting small and emerging businesses in Spink County.  These funds will help promote rural development and educational opportunities that have a positive impact on city/county taxable valuations, increased taxable sales, and job growth,” said Craig Johnson, Executive Director for Grow Spink, Inc.  He continued, “I want to personally thank Lori Hintz, Executive Director of Beadle and Spink Enterprise Community for assisting with the grant application and USDA Rural Development staff Shannon Hernandez and Dave Franssens for their guidance and expertise throughout the process.”
USDA Rural Development Manager Dave Franssens also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
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