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                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

TULARE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION RECEIVES 
FEDERAL GRANT TO STIMULATE SMALL BUSINESS
To Support Local Business Expansion Rural Development Awards $177,600

(Tulare, South Dakota – August 4, 2005) - Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today awarded Tulare Economic Development Corporation a rural business enterprise grant to renovate a dilapidating meat packing plant in Tulare.  The $177,600 grant will make the facility sound so its current tenants, an emerging small business, can continue to operate in the location.  
“We are very pleased to provide funding to Tulare Economic Development Corporation,” said Jensen.  “The funds will assist an existing business improve their services in the community as well as provide opportunities for economic growth.”

The existing locker plant is in very poor condition.  The building is old and in need of substantial repairs.  The coolers are not working properly and need to be replaced.  All of the overhead bracing and rails to herd the carcasses is on the verge of collapse.  Federal funding for this project will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $62,400.  
“The new locker plant should be a benefit to all in Tulare, as it not only will retain but also expand an existing business.  We are thankful that such a grant enables us to undertake a project of this scope.  Any new construction is a boost to small rural communities that are trying to find innovative ways to stay alive and vibrant,” said Scott Domke, President of the Tulare Economic Development Corporation.  
USDA Rural Development Manager Dave Franssens also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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