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RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS $1.6 MILLION LOAN FOR TORONTO 
WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
New Customers Out Pace Old Systems Capacity to Meet Demand 

(Toronto, South Dakota - August 5, 2005) - USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen today presented Brookings-Deuel Rural Water System (BDRWS) a ceremony check representing a $1,651,000 for water system improvements.  
“Fifty-one new families in rural Astoria will have clean, safe drinking water because of these funds,” said Jensen.  “That’s a tremendous impact on this small community.”
Improvements to the existing BDRWS were deemed necessary due to the increased demand of existing customers and to serve new customers.  System improvements include adding 24.5 miles of looping pipeline and twenty-five miles of smaller diameter pipeline to serve new and existing customers.  
The federal funding will be leveraged with a state contribution of $150,000 and an applicant contribution of $25,000.

“It has been twelve years since the last major project for BDRWS.  We have added several hundred members using our own recourses during those twelve years, however, as we continue to add new members, there comes a time when treatment capacity and distribution piping must be improved to catch up with the demand of members.  USDA Rural Development funding allows systems and communities to undertake large, expensive projects that are beyond their resources,” said Pat Gilligan, Manager for Brookings-Deuel Rural Water System, Inc.

USDA Rural Development Manager Darlene Bresson also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.

- USDA -
Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
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