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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:



 
                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

SIOUX RURAL WATER SYSTEM, INC. GETS $750,000 BOOST FROM 
FEDERAL WATER AND WASTE PROGRAM
New 400,000 Gallon Water Storage Facility Part of Upgrades
(Watertown, South Dakota – August 5, 2005) USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen was in town today to present USDA Rural Development water and waste disposal direct loan funds in the amount of $223,000 and grant funds in the amount of $527,000 for water system improvements.  

Jensen said, “This funding ensures safe water and community growth potential for customers of Sioux Rural Water, Inc.  System water improvements include a 400,000 gallon water storage facility that will provide added water system capacity for new and existing customers 
The Sioux Rural Water, Inc. system was in need of reconstruction and repairs to the existing water system.  Improvements include several miles of new potable water pipelines, improvements to the existing treatment and pumping facilities. 
The federal funding will be leveraged with a state contribution of $225,000 and a community development block grant (CDBG) in the amount of $200,000.

“This project came at a good time as our usage per consumer continues to climb.  Our system is in the top five in the amount used per month by individual users (17,000 gallons per month),” said Douglas Anderson, Manager for Sioux Rural Water System, Inc.  He continued, “The last several years we have had a hard time keeping towers full.”  He continued, “This project will increase capacity and help us to utilize our pumping facilities more efficiently.”
USDA Rural Development Manager Darlene Bresson also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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