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200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:


      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

February 11, 2005




      Tammi Schone – (605) 352-1102

MIDSTATES COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
March 23, 2005 – South Sioux City, NE
Sioux City – Nancy Falor will be a presenter at one of six breakouts sessions for the Midstates Community and Economic Development Conference scheduled for March 23, 2005 at the Marina Inn in South Sioux City, NE.  Attend the conference and find out how the Rutland Community recognized a need in their community and how they began the process to revitalize it.  The obvious need was that there was no viable retail business in the town whatsoever.  The community wanted a store that would offer products for sale, contribute to community morale, and provide a place to socialize.  Most importantly, the store would offer students practical business experience.  Kasey Gehrels, Rambler Stop Board of Director President said, “The community would be lost without the student run convenience store.  It’s the only place in town for gas, food, or miscellaneous items.”

This conference is the largest rural development program in the three state area and is a joint project of sixteen agencies and organizations in Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota.  It is designed for rural community, business and governmental leaders.  The conference keynote speaker and afternoon presenter will be David Okerlund, a nationally known speaker who will discuss creativity, change and developing a future vision in our communities.  
The one-day conference will run from 8:30 a.m. – to 3:30 p.m.  The conference will also feature additional breakout sessions presented by regional community and business leaders directly involved in successful community programs.  

Reservations for the March 23rd event can be made by contacting the Iowa State University Extension Office, 4301 Sergeant Road, Suite 213, Sioux City, IA 51106; telephone (712) 276-2157.  Early registration prior to March 15th is $25 per person; after March 15th it will be $35 per person.  Fee (payable to Woodbury County Extension) includes lunch and all conference materials.  A conference program and registration form can be downloaded from http://www.extension.iastate.edu/communities/.
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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