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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICIALS VISIT SELF-HELP PROJECTS

BROOKINGS - USDA Rural Development Rural Housing Administrator Russell Davis, from Washington, D.C., and South Dakota State Director Lynn D. Jensen met with Interlakes Community Action Program (ICAP) Executive Director Cindy Dannenbring to learn firsthand about how the self-help program is working in rural America and to present a USDA Rural Development technical assistance grant award in the amount of $483,507.

Davis said, "Homeownership is part of President Bush's Ownership Society vision and his commitment to building seven million new homes by 2009.  USDA Rural Development is committed to using its many important housing programs to help meet the Presidents goals in rural America."

Davis’ visit to Brookings is one of a serious of events being held across the country in recognition of June as National Home Ownership Month, which was proclaimed by President Bush on May 25, 2005.  The President’s Proclamation states, ‘families who own their own homes have a strong interest in maintaining the value of their investments, the safety of their neighborhoods and the quality of their schools.  Homeownership is also a bedrock of the American economy, helping to increase jobs, boost demand for goods and services and build prosperity’.  Last year, more than $79.6 million was utilized in the guaranteed rural housing program in South Dakota, assisting 956 families.

The grant funds will be used for the self-help program for construction of thirty houses over two years in a twelve county area.  In addition the funds will be leveraged with a $10,000 grant from the Brookings County Housing, $4,000/5-year forgivable loan for those applicants who meet the income guideline from Home Ownership Assistance Program, and $10,000 grant per home from the Housing Assistance Council to assist with the lot purchase.  

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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