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Release No. 4029.05

Tim McNeilly (202) 690-0498

USDA Rural Development TO celebrate 70 years of commitment to rural america

WASHINGTON, May 10, 2005 – Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns will join USDA Rural Development in celebrating 70 years of commitment to rural America with an anniversary celebration on the Patio of the USDA Headquarters’ Whitten Building.  The event will include past and present USDA officials, displayed memorabilia, past and present employees who have witnessed the infancy of the programs, along with food and entertainment.

WHO:
Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns

Acting Under Secretary for Rural Development Gilbert Gonzalez

WHAT:   
70th Anniversary Celebration

WHEN:       
1 – 3:00 p.m., May 11, 2005 

WHERE: 
USDA Headquarters


Whitten Building, Patio, 1st Floor 

Washington, D.C.

WHY:    
To commemorate the beginning of a national effort to electrify and create economic engines for rural economies, and to highlight how those efforts have impacted the everyday lives of rural Americans. 

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $50 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 800,000 jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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