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RENOVATIONS TO BE MADE TO THE HISTORIC HOMESTAKE OPERA HOUSE
Lead – Lead’s Opera House Society is returning the Historic Homestake Opera House to productive use for the enrichment of the community and to provide educational and cultural opportunities for generations to come.  For years the Opera House was the center of community activity until a catastrophic fire.  Local committees have begun renovating the facility.  However, additional funding was needed in order for it to once again be the meeting center of the community. 

USDA Rural Development was able to provide them with a community facility direct loan in the amount of $285,000 and a community facility grant in the amount of $25,000 to be leveraged with other contributions totaling $215,000.  State Director Lynn D. Jensen said, “USDA Rural Development is pleased to assist in the efforts of returning the Opera House to its 1914 granduer.  In addition, important improvements will be made to safety, accessibility, comfort and technology.”  
The Opera House project has become a catalyst for growth and development in the community.  The project is directly responsible for attracting two new businesses to Lead’s mainstreet and has generated interest in the creation of other retail businesses.  This historic preservation project is both appropriate and authentic to this unique Black Hills community.  
Tom Nelson, Mayor of Lead, said, “The acquisition of the Historic Homestake Opera House has been a very long process and the Opera House Society has been working well over two years to get to this point.  Without the assistance of USDA Rural Development, this simply could not have happened.”  He continued, “The city of Lead is overjoyed that this hurdle has finally been overcome, and look forward to working with the Society to complete the restoration of the Opera House…truly a cornerstone of the city and when completed, will once again be the crown jewel of the Black Hills.”
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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