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                                      Tammi Schone – (605) 352-1102

LOWER BRULE’S BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT
Lower Brule – The Lower Brule Sioux Tribe (LBST) was concerned about the beautification of their reservation and wanted to clean-up all of the unauthorized dumping sites.  There have been times when appliances, furniture, abandoned vehicles and garbage have been dumped in road ditches and other inappropriate areas on the reservation.  A need existed to have centrally located dumpsters for orderly trash collection.  The LBST requested assistance from USDA Rural Development to purchase the necessary equipment to provide efficient solid waste collection and management.

State Director Lynn D. Jensen presented the LBST a solid waste management grant from the Native American Set Aside Funds in the amount of $385,500 for the purchase of necessary equipment to begin the beautification process.  Jensen said, “We are pleased to participate in Earth Day by announcing Lower Brule’s beautification project.  The end result will be a much cleaner, healthier, beautiful looking reservation.  Enhancements to the environment will improve the quality of life for all individuals living in the area.” 

Funding will be used to purchase the following: 

· A front end loader with a back hoe attachment will be used to clean up difficult to get at areas, such as a road ditch.  The front end loader will also be used to load furniture, white goods (appliances) at the centrally located collection point, for transport to the final disposal site.

· A pickup with flatbed winched trailer will be used to clean up abandoned vehicles.

· A hook truck will be used to move large bulky items such as roll off containers.

· Six- eight cubic yard dumpsters, five-30 cubic yard dumpsters, and one-53 cubic yard container will be purchased, and concrete, fenced collection sites will be built for these containers.

· A tub grinder/chipper will be purchased to grind recyclable wood and yard waste.  It is estimated that this process will reduce the total waste collection stream by as much as 30%.  This will result in significantly less tipping fees, and will extend the life of the Tri-County Landfill, which accepts the tribal waste.

· One multi-compartment recycling trailer will be purchased to help increase recycling efforts, which will also reduce the solid waste stream that is hauled to the local landfill.
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe Chairman Michael Jandreau said, “The Lower Brule Sioux Tribe graciously accepts the funding received from USDA Rural Development for the purchase of gravely needed equipment for the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe Open Dump Cleanup project on the Lower Brule Reservation.  The equipment will accommodate for services that could not be performed by the Lower Brule Environmental Protection Office, and Solid Waste Program staff.”
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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