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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTING WITH KATRINA RELIEF EFFORTS
Hundreds of evacuees are being deemed eligible instantly for federally funded housing sites.

(Huron, South Dakota – September 12, 2005)  The door to available housing units is opening across rural South Dakota for people forced from their homes by Hurricane Katrina.  At present, South Dakota USDA Rural Development has 800 vacant rental units.  The vacant units are in more than 250 complexes spread across South Dakota in communities of fewer than 20,000 residents.
President Bush and USDA Secretary Johanns have recognized the commitment USDA Rural Development has made to rural communities and they have made relief efforts a number one priority for the department.  USDA Rural Development is offering their assistance immediately and have made available 30,000 housing units nationwide.
“We are in a position to help, and we will work with our rental housing owners to assist these families in this dire time of need,” said South Dakota State Director Lynn D. Jensen.

Federal authorities are working with state authorities, as well as private individuals and faith based organizations, to bend and suspend regulations at federally funded rural housing sites so that hundreds of evacuees can be deemed eligible instantly because they have no income.  The evacuees can move in and fill out the qualifying paperwork later.  

Owners of the units must agree to let these tenants move in and will be reimbursed for the rent, subsidies, security deposits, and other costs later.  Evacuees who were already living in USDA Rural Development housing in the path of the hurricane will be given priority for the rural units in South Dakota.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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