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                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
CITY OF BRANDON TO CONSTRUCT NEW FIRE HALL WITH 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Community Growth Leads to New Fire Hall 

(Brandon, South Dakota – September 13, 2005) Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota presented the City of Brandon with a community facility loan in the amount of $560,000 for the construction of a new fire hall. 
Jensen said, “This project will allow for better response time in the event of an emergency and services will be improved to the residents of Brandon and the surrounding communities.  Brandon is one of the top three fastest growing communities in South Dakota.  It will continue to see growth due to its close proximity to the largest community in the state, Sioux Falls.” 
The current fire station in Brandon has five bays for fire trucks and rescue vehicles.  It is no longer large enough to meet the needs of this community.  The existing facility was built in 1960 when Brandon’s population was at 696; today, Brandon’s population is near 6,000 and growing.  Funds were used to build a new fire hall that will have eleven bays for equipment, in addition to having office space and training rooms.  The federal funding was leveraged with funds from the state of South Dakota totaling $200,000, fire department contribution of $100,000, City of Brandon contribution of $140,000 and a loan of $560,000 from First National Bank in Brandon. 
“This project is a much needed facility in the community and will be of benefit to all of the citizens in Brandon.  We are very grateful for this funding and the project would not have been possible without this cooperative effort,” said Dennis Olson, City Administrator for the City of Brandon.    
USDA Rural Development Area Director Les Boehmer and Rural Development Manager Trace Davids also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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