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                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF LOWER BRULE RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDING
Rural Development Funding in the Amount of $39,512 to Purchase Vehicles

(Lower Brule, South Dakota – September 15, 2005)  USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen announced that the Boys and Girls Club of Lower Brule will receive a community facility economic impact initiative grant in the amount of $39,512 to purchase two vehicles.  
“Our funds will assist the tribe in providing transportation to individuals and will increase safety measures to and from scheduled activities on the reservation,” said Jensen said. He continued, “The vans will provide service to approximately 346 club members who reside in the communities of Lower Brule and West Brule.” 
The Boys and Girls Club of Lower Brule, South Dakota provides recreation, education and prevention programming to the youth of Lower Brule.  The club offers programming after school hours, evening hours, and full time summer hours.  The remote location precludes local bus service.  The federal funding will allow the Boys and Girls Club of Lower Brule to purchase two vehicles.  The vehicles will increase attendance at functions because it assures the participants and parents will have transportation to and from the events.  
“The Boys and Girls Club of Lower Brule is grateful to the USDA Rural Development for providing us with an opportunity to pick up our children and deliver them safely home.  It has been a painful challenge to bring community children to the club and assure them of safe transportation home, especially during inclement weather.  (Many of the youth lives in remote areas.)  To acquire these vans has been a dream of the Director for a long time,” said Cheryl La Roche, Executive Director of the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe.
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager Clark Guthmiller also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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