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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS FUNDS TO LOWER BRULE SIOUX TRIBE
Funding in the Amount of $99,800 to Facilitate Growth and Development

(Lower Brule, South Dakota – September 15, 2005)  USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen announced that the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe will receive a rural business enterprise grants (RBEG) in the amount of $99,800 to support small business development.  This grant was awarded from the Native American set-aside fund.

“Our funds will help support the growth of entrepreneurs, foster innovation and promote sustainable economic development,” Jensen said.  He continued, “Working together, the federal, state and tribal governments have opportunities to help Native Americans promote economic development on the reservations, and ultimately achieve higher standards of living.”
The RBEG funds, along with an applicant contribution of $107,868, will be used to repair an old office building and facilitate growth and development of small and emerging businesses through the business incubator program on the Lower Brule Reservation.  
“Our ongoing partnership with USDA and the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe will greatly increase opportunity for small business or expand existing business development.  Together, we have developed and successfully offered to start-up operating business training, workshops, and technical assistance.  This current grant is a testimony to USDA’s commitment to the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe effort to take us to the next level in the development of its Economic Development Infrastructure,” said Linda J. Vargas, Employment Development Office, Lower Brule Sioux Tribe.  She continued, “In the development of a Small Business Incubator the small business owner will have technical assistance as well as the infrastructure in place to ensure success.  Our over all goals are to increase successful Indian owned businesses and job opportunities for our community.  The reality of starting a business in Lower Brule was only a dream, but now it’s a reality.”
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager Clark Guthmiller also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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