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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING ASSSITS OAHE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER, INC. WITH EXPANSION
Expansion Increases Child Development Services and Family Programs 

(Pierre, South Dakota – September 15, 2005) USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen is pleased to announce that the Oahe Child Development Center, Inc. will receive a USDA Rural Development community facility direct loan in the amount of $250,000 for continuing construction and improvements to a child development/Head Start facility.

Jensen said, “This new facility will provide enough space to run the Head Start program and expand upon other needed child and family programs and training curriculum.  It will greatly enhance the services being provided in the local and surrounding communities.”

The Oahe Child Development Center, Inc. currently operates its offices and operations out of three different leased spaces in Pierre, along with leasing several sites in the other communities in the surrounding counties.  The three leased spaces in Pierre are becoming quite expensive and do not allow them to expand and improve their Head Start and other child and family development programs the way that they’d like.  By constructing a new facility, it would allow the entire staff to be house under one roof.    

The present funding award will assist with cost overruns associated with the construction of the new facility.  Previous funding for the construction of the facility was awarded in 2004 which included a USDA Rural Development community facility direct loan in the amount of $250,000 and a community facility guaranteed loan in the amount of $900,300, along with an applicant contribution of $260,000. 

“The support of USDA Rural Development has enabled Oahe Child Development Center, Inc., parents, staff and Board of Directors to realize our dream of a facility that meets all standards and ensures quality service for young children and their families,” said Mary C. Kirk, Oahe Child Development Center, Inc. Executive  Director.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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