[image: image1.png]USDA manis

= T
Development



 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development

200 Fourth Street SW • Federal Building, Room 210 • Huron, SD  57350
Phone: (605) 352-1100 • Fax: (605) 352-1146 • TDD: (605) 352-1147 • Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/sd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

TRIPP COUNTY WATER USERS DISTRICT RECEIVES 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Gregory County Expansion Project Awarded $250,000 

(Winner, South Dakota – September 15, 2005)  USDA Rural Development staff participated in a ceremony for the Tripp County Water Users where State Director Lynn D. Jensen presented a loan award totaling $250,000 for cost overrun for the Gregory County Expansion Project.  
“This funding represents a federal commitment to rural water users and the people they serve.” The quality of service will be improved for the Tripp County residents,” said Jensen.
The water quality in some wells, public and residential, consistently did not meet minimum quality standards while the expense of proper treatment increased annually.  Therefore, the Tripp County Water Users District in conjunction with the municipalities of Gregory County constructed a water transmission line from Winner to the East Gregory Water District.  The federal funding will assist with overrun costs for the tanks and wells.  Previous funding for the project included a USDA Rural Development water and waste disposal loan in the amount of $525,000 and a grant in the amount of $225,000.  
“Tripp County Water User District appreciates the $250,000 Rural Development loan due to the (short fall) exceeding of project costs of the East Gregory Expansion Project in 2004.  This project is very beneficial, bringing the towns of Herrick, St. Charles, and Fairfax into compliance along with the taking over of the East Gregory Rural Water System,” said Neil Frank, Manager of the Tripp County Water Users District.  He continued, “This project also serves a portion of the water supply for backup purposes for the towns of Gregory, Burke and Bonesteel, along with high quality water service to rural residential and farmstead taps.  This Rural Development loan allowed the construction of a new one million gallon storage facility and three new wells in Tripp County Water User District Expanded Well field of high quality water which is also an emergency backup system to the original water system.”
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager Clark Guthmiller also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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