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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
EUREKA COMMUNITY BENEVOLENT HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION TO PURCHASE ADVANCED MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND RENOVATE EXISTING OUTPATIENT SERVICES WITH RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Hospital Will Provide Improved Services to Local and Surrounding Communities

(Eureka, South Dakota – September 1, 2005) Lynn D. Jensen, State Director for USDA Rural Development in South Dakota, today presented Eureka Community Benevolent Hospital Association with a community facility direct loan in the amount of $23,000 and a community facility grant in the amount of $68,500 for the renovation of the existing outpatient service area, new equipment and handicap accessibility. 
Jensen said, “This project will allow this critical access hospital to optimize patient care and improve service to individuals in the McPherson County area.  The upgrades will assist the hospital in maintaining current standards for patient and staff safety.”

The hospital has space limitations.  The facility consists of a two-story building located within a residential area.  Therefore, they are limited from expanding the building.  It is essential for the hospital to optimize the existing space.  Funding will be used to renovate the outpatient service area, acquire some much needed lab equipment for diagnosis efficiency and cosmetic construction, which will including ceiling, carpentry, masonry, flooring, and electrical.  In addition, automatic doors will be put in place to make the facility handicapped accessible.  Improvements made with the funding will assist the hospital in their effort to enhance the care and service provided to the local and surrounding communities.  
“Eureka Community Hospital is very excited to work with USDA Rural Development on this project.  The funding available for this project will help us renovate the original 1929 building and especially enhance our outpatient area.  Our area residents count on our rural facility for their emergency and continued care.  It is essential to maintain this service in our region and the assistance received from Rural Development dollars can help us do just that,” said Robert Dockter, CEO/Administrator of the Eureka Community Benevolent Hospital.  
USDA Rural Development Area Director Bruce Jones and Rural Development Manager Janell Telin also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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