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A PLACE TO CALL HOME
Rural Development Helps Make Homeownership a Reality
(Pierre, South Dakota – September 23, 2005) Jeannette and Dansyl Two Crows are a young family with two children who had been living in a rented apartment outside of town near Eagle Butte.  Approximately two years ago, they applied for a single family housing direct loan through USDA Rural Development.

The Two Crows application for assistance was the first cooperative effort to provide home ownership for a family through assistance from both the USDA Rural Development and the Cheyenne River Housing Authority.  It took almost two years for the Two Crows to obtain all the necessary supporting documents and permission from the Tribal Council.  During this two year time period, the Two Crows had a third child.  In addition, they were forced to move out of the rental house they were living in due to the owner selling the property.  For months, the Two Crows lived with various family members and friends.  They continued to work diligently to complete the application process that would eventually allow them to own their own home.

The Two Crows moved into their own home at Fox Ridge just east of Eagle Butte in June of 2005.  Fox Ridge is a development created by the Cheyenne River Housing Authority and the Two Crows were the first family to move into the development.  The houses in Fox Ridge all have four bedrooms and a total square footage of 1,568.  All of the remaining houses are to be sold to people who will actually be living in the homes, not as rental properties.  

“It’s a long process but worth the wait when you do get to move in,” according to Jeanette Two Crows.  She continued, “The payments we are making go towards something that is ours and a place that we can call home.  Also with this loan, the payments are affordable and Rural Development is great to work with when you need help or have questions, they are always there to help.” 

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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