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Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
SOUTH DAKOTA RURAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, INC. RECEIVES FUNDING
Rural Development Funds in the Amount of $50,000 to Assist with Economic Development 

HURON, South Dakota – Sept. 26, 2005 -- The South Dakota Rural Development Council, Inc. operates as part of a national network of federally designated state rural development councils.  USDA Rural Development staff participated in a ceremony for the South Dakota Rural Development Council, Inc. where State Director Lynn D. Jensen presented a rural business opportunity grant in the amount of $50,000 to assist with its Community Assessment Program.  

“Many communities are grappling with how they can be more proactive about their economic and community development efforts,” said Jensen.  He continued, “The South Dakota Rural Development Council’s Community Assessment Program provides a way in which communities can start thinking strategically about their future and develop implementation plans for economic development projects.”

South Dakota’s rural communities are facing significant challenges as population continues to migrate out of rural areas to more urban communities, and often, out of state entirely, and many rural communities lack the knowledge of how to get more engaged with community and economic planning.  Effective planning requires the gathering of input from all members and all sectors of a community so that any effort undertaken meets the needs of the current population in addition to attempting to attract new residents to a rural community.  The federal funds will be used to conduct community assessments in various communities across the state in an effort to promote sustainable economic development.  Experienced community development specialists serve on the community assessment teams and are able to provide recommendations and insights about how a community can implement its goals.
“Successful and sustainable economic development must come from the local, grassroots level.  The Community Assessment Program provides a mechanism to help empower communities in assessing their own challenges, opportunities, and potential projects, while at the same time, connecting communities with outside resources and new ideas that can help the communities successfully meet their self-identified goals and objectives,” said Shawn Pritchett, Executive Director for the South Dakota Rural Development Council.

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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