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A DREAM COME TRUE
Rural Development Assists With Homeownership 

(Kadoka, South Dakota – September 29, 2005) Brigit Hindman, along with her two children, moved back to Kadoka, South Dakota after getting a divorce.  Brigit secured a job working at a local restaurant.  With two children to care for, it was difficult to find affordable housing.  They moved in with her parents and the three of them shared one small bedroom.  Brigit and her children longed for a home of their own, but with limited rentals available, and the cost of conventional mortgages, they were becoming more and more discouraged.

USDA Rural Development partnered with South Dakota Housing Development Authority (SDHDA) and Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills to provide assistance with the homeownership process.  Rural Development and SDHDA  financed a Governor’s House for Brigit and her family.  The Governor’s House program is specific to South Dakota as it is a state program where inmates in a minimum security prison build houses which are then sold to low income families.  This program not only helps meet the needs of families like the Hindman’s, it also provides the inmates with an opportunity to learn carpenter trade while they are serving time.  In Brigit’s case, the total cost of the home, including the foundation, floor coverings, etc., was $59,000.  Rural Development was able to provide a low interest loan for 80% of the project and subsidize her payments to 1% interest which made the home very affordable.  In addition, SDHDA provided GAP financing for the 20% Rural Development wasn’t able to finance, which was essential for the project to be feasible.  Neighborhood Housing Services of the Black Hills provided closing cost assistance.

Although it took some time to put the application together, attend homebuyer education classes and construct the home, Brigit says it was ‘worth the wait’.  She and her children now have a beautiful new home of their own.  Although it is modest in size and design, the 960 square foot home is warm, safe, and considerably larger than the bedroom they shared at her parent’s home.  The home is complete with maintenance free exterior soffits, siding and vinyl windows.  The kitchen is complete with oak cabinets and plenty of storage.  The children now have a yard to play in and Brigit even has a deck to watch them from.  And adding to the beauty of Brigit’s new home is a monthly house payment that is within her budget.

Without Rural Development’s assistance and her parent’s support, Brigit and her children would still be living in an over crowded home, sharing a small bedroom.  The new home has provided the family with a healthier living environment, a sense of independence and in Brigit’s words:  ‘A Dream Come True’.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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