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Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROVIDES FUNDING FOR 
WATER AND WASTE IMPROVEMENTS
Cooperative Effort Brings Improvements to Rosebud Sioux Tribe 

HURON, South Dakota – Sept. 7, 2005-- The Rosebud Sioux Tribe’s program for management of solid and hazardous waste is a successful model featuring tribal commitment and extensive cooperation with federal partners.   As is the case in many places across the nation, issues on the Rosebud Reservation included planning and management shortcomings, widespread dumping away from landfills, and the lack of a sustainable rate structure to fund solid waste operations and maintenance and provide quality collection and disposal service.  Last year the Rosebud Sioux Tribal President and Tribal Council identified these challenges as a priority and agreed to team with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and the Indian Health Service (IHS).

A great deal of progress has been made.  An integrated solid waste management plan was drafted and presented to the Tribal Council for its consideration.   Cleanup operations are underway at 26 newly inventoried and assessed open dumps.  This effort may result in additional space for development.  The tribe and the federal partners have provided a total of $2,680,250 for improvements to the solid waste management system, including the purchase of new collection and disposal equipment.  A new transfer station will be constructed at which different types of waste can be separated, facilitating recycling, waste reduction and extending the useful life of landfill facilities.

Participants in the cooperative effort include the following:  Rosebud Sioux Tribe - $478,250 for the new transfer station; USDA Rural Development  - $1,020,000 ($254,000 loan and $766,000 grant) for the new transfer station and $229,500 for solid waste equipment; Bureau of Indian Affairs - $320,000 for open dump cleanup; Indian Health Service - $447,500 for landfill equipment and improvements; Environmental Protection Agency - $185,000 for planning and engineering assistance, household hazardous waste cleanup, and a tribal brownfields coordinator position.

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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