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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                   

Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 
DORR ANNOUNCES $1.4 MILLION FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING, 
AND WATER AND WASTE IMPROVEMENTS
Improved Services to Local and Surrounding Communities

HURON, South Dakota – Sept. 7, 2005--Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas Dorr went to South Dakota today to conduct a Farm Bill Forum listening session.  Prior to the forum, he personally recognized successful applicants and presented ceremonial checks representing a total of $1.4 million to be invested in South Dakota.

“These funds are valuable to South Dakota’s economy and will help sustain/increase jobs, in addition to providing homeownership and increased services as well as improvements to the quality of life for rural South Dakotan’s,” said Dorr.

Five awards were announced:  

· On Hand Development Corporation – rural business enterprise grant in the amount of $99,000…funds used to purchase and renovate an existing building for lease to a small and emerging private business – representative accepting the award is Curt Johnson, Executive Director. 
· Value-Added Agriculture Development Center – rural cooperative development grant in the amount of $200,000…funds to foster creation of producer-owned, value-added agriculture by offering technical and staff support and championing value-added agriculture publicly by educating producers, lenders, and the public on value-added concepts – representative accepting the awards is Cheri Rath, Executive Director.
· South Dakota Rural Development Council, Inc. – rural business opportunity grant in the amount of $50,000…funds will be used to conduct a multi site economic development planning to promote sustainable economic development – representative accepting the award is Shawn Pritchett, Executive Director.

· Rosebud Sioux Tribe – water and waste disposal loan in the amount of $254,000 and a grant in the amount of $766,000…funds will be used to build a solid waste transfer station.  This project provides for a central collection point for sorting and reloading solid waste – representative accepting the award is Steven C. Emery, Tribal Attorney.

Continued on back…
· Oglala Sioux Tribe Partnership for Housing – technical and supervisory assistance grant…funds will be used to implement a comprehensive homeownership/credit counseling program on the Pine Ridge Reservation.  This project will allow members on the reservation to obtain housing loans through the Oglala Sioux Tribe Partnership for Housing – Emma (Pinky) Clifford, Executive Director. 
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
                                                                                 

       #
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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