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NORTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDING 
Education Opportunities Expanded

(Aberdeen, South Dakota – April 6, 2006)  USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen was in town today to present a USDA Rural Development distance learning and telemedicine grant award in the amount of $496,463 to Northern State University.  The federal grant will assist with distant learning and telemedicine education.

Jensen said, “Bringing federal dollars to rural South Dakota in support of distance learning and telemedicine technology for advancing education, retention, and recruitment advancement is vital to this area.  Northern State University and five rural school districts will link together by using equipment upgraded to IP connectivity.  This project will benefit over 1,300 students and serve Charles Mix, Day, Corson, and Ziebach Counties,” 
Northern State University will provide high school core curriculum courses, quality adult education opportunities, and superior professional development for students, teachers, and community members.  The ability to gain access to education programs is significantly improved and it betters prepares them to compete in the global market.  

“We are grateful for the funding from USDA Rural Development.  It will allow Northern State University’s learning center to continue to provide college preparation courses to high school students in rural districts across South Dakota,” said Dr. Erika Tallman, Director of NSU Center for Statewide E-learning.  
USDA Rural Development General Field Representative Wayne Ahlgren also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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