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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:


 
          

                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

HORIZON HEALTH CARE, INC.  TO BUILD NEW CLINIC IN MISSION
Clinic Will Provide Improved Service to Local and Surrounding Communities
(Mission, South Dakota – August 1, 2006) USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts was in town today to present federal funding in the amount of $1,229,000 to Horizon Health Care, Inc. for the construction of a new health care facility.  Potts said, “I’m pleased USDA Rural Development was able to assist with the construction of a much needed health care facility.  This new facility will provide quality and affordable health care to the residents of Todd County and a healthy, comfortable work environment for the staff.”

The Mission Medical Clinic, an office of Horizon Health Care, Inc. is a Federally Qualified Health Center providing medical services to residents in and around the Mission community.  All services are available on a sliding fee to ensure that everyone has access to quality healthcare regardless of their ability to pay.

The current facility is not handicapped accessible and office space for patient confidentiality is extremely limited.  The work environment is unhealthy as the roof leaks and mold problems are common issues.  Local health care access is critical for the most vulnerable populations, including the elderly and the poor who are the least able to travel to the next nearest medical center located in Rapid City which is over 180 miles away.

Funding for the project includes a USDA Rural Development Community Facility direct loan of $614,500, a Community Facility guaranteed loan of $614,500 with Wells Fargo Bank of Mission and a Community Development Block Grant of $410,000 through the State of South Dakota.  Previous funding received from USDA Rural Development for this project included a Community Facility economic impact initiative grant in the amount of $60,000.  

“This is an exciting opportunity for us and the community of Mission, with the financial assistance from USDA Rural Development and a community development block grant (CDBG) from the State of South Dakota we will continue to provide quality primary health care to a medically underserved or medically indigent population in a facility that will offer appropriate patient confidentiality, handicapped accessibility and a work environment appropriate for a health care facility, ” said John Mengenhausen, Chief Executive Officer of Horizon Health Care, Inc.

USDA Rural Development Acting Area Director David Adrian also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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