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	JOHANNS ANNOUNCES OVER $4.6 MILLION IN GRANTS FOR TRIBAL COLLEGES 

	

	Colleges In Eight States To Receive Funds, Seven Montana Colleges To Share $2.1 Million 

	  

	WASHINGTON, August 30, 2006-Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns today announced that $4,690,161 in grant funds will be provided to 16 tribal colleges in eight states. The funds are being provided through the USDA Rural Development Tribal College Initiative Grant program. 

"President Bush has made education funding a priority in his administration," said Johanns. "These grants will help make necessary improvements to facilities on every campus. The Tribal College Initiative Grant program strengthens our bond with these important institutions." 

Funding through the program is provided through a nationwide competitive process and is used to develop essential community facilities that may include clinics, transitional housing, administrative buildings, childcare centers, libraries, museums, food preparation centers and emergency equipment. 

In South Dakota, Oglala Lakota College will receive $100,000 for campus building repairs and installation of a water line; Oglala Lakota College will receive $225,000 for the purchase of equipment and supplies; and Sisseton Wahpeton College will receive   $300,000 for heating, ventilation and air conditioning renovations.  
The colleges were selected for funding in the current fiscal year and the funds are contingent on the grantees meeting the grant requirements. A complete list of the grantees is available by going to: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 

USDA Rural Development's mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life in rural communities. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $72 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Over 1.2 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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