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NEW FIRE TRUCK ARRIVES FOR THE CITY OF WHITEWOOD
Emergency Vehicle Will Improve Response Time
(Whitewood, South Dakota – August 29, 2006)  Supporting local leadership and local communities by providing them with the necessary resources to protect their communities is a major function of the USDA Rural Development.  USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts was in town today to meet with the Whitewood Rural Fire Protection District and view the newly purchased emergency equipment.
“While we hope that emergency vehicles such as fire trucks never have to be used, we believe very strongly in assisting local leaders with their efforts in protecting their communities.  This equipment will improve response time in the event of an emergency and provide the community with a greater sense of security,” said Potts.

Whitewood Rural Fire Protection District received a USDA Rural Development community facility loan in the amount of $200,000 from the Fiscal Year 2005 allocation.

“Thanks to the loan from USDA Rural Development and the joint effort between the Whitewood Volunteer Fire Department and the Whitewood Rural Fire Protection District, we have purchased a new Freightliner M2 four door Crimson SE series structural/rescue fire engine.  This is an outstanding piece of equipment, which is very much needed in our community.  The new engine will be replacing two of the fire departments oldest trucks, a 1970 Engine and 1979 rescue truck.  The new engine gives the fire department the ability to deliver firefighters quickly and more importantly, safely to the scene,” said Rick Heinrich, District President for the Whitewood Rural Fire Protection District.

USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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