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HOMEOWNERS LEARN BUILDING SKILLS WHILE WORKING ON THEIR OWN HOME

Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. Move Forward with USDA Rural Development Funds

(Brookings, South Dakota – August 7, 2006)  Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas C. Dorr, South Dakota Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts and other senior level staff from Washington, DC were in Brookings today to tour a self-help site where four new homeowners are near completion of building their own homes.  

For nearly twenty years, Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. has been very successful in providing services to low and very low income families in achieving the American dream of homeownership.  The self help program is  available to public or private non-profit organizations and Indian Tribes to provide assistance in recruitment, screening, loan packaging, and related activities for prospective self-help housing applicants.  This project allows the grantee to work with families in building their homes using the self-help method of construction over a two year period.

“XXX,” Dorr said.

Potts said, “We are greatly encouraged by persons who participate in building their homes.  The program, helps homeowners learn building skills and have the satisfaction of working on their own homes.”

Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc. is a non-profit corporation that operates programs to assist very-low and low-income families including the elderly and handicapped to achieve and maintain their self-sufficiency.  Housing is a basic need for all persons and the self-help housing program is a proven method of increasing the availability of affordable housing for very-low and low-income persons.

Cindy Dannenbring, Executive Director of Inter-Lakes Community Action, Inc., said, “XXX”.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include the state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.

- USDA -
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