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MINER COUNTY COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION AWARDED FEDERAL FUNDS

Rural Development Awards $99,000 to Assist With Business Development

Howard, South Dakota – August 7, 2006 Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas Dorr, South Dakota Rural Development Acting State Director Tim Potts and other senior level staff from Washington, DC presented the Miner County Community Revitalization (MCCR) a USDA Rural Development rural business enterprise grant (RBEG) award in the amount of $99,000 to create a revolving loan fund that will aide renewable energy businesses.    

“Rural businesses create sustainable jobs, but sometimes they need assistance to get started.  This program does that, making funds available to promote new businesses and spin off economic development,” said Dorr.   
Potts said, “These funds will assist with business start-up and expansion costs.  The MCCR is a leader in promoting economic development activities and has been a great asset to the community of Howard in providing opportunities for growth as well as has creating job opportunities for the future.”

The need for facilitation as provided by MCCR is evident in Miner County.  Prior to 2001 Miner County had experienced little economic development activity.  In the last five years, MCCR has helped to retain fifteen businesses and assisted with the start-up of ten businesses.  MCCR has received previous funding from USDA Rural Development through the intermediary relending program (IRP).    
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.

#
Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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