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 NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

RURAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE (RCDI) FUNDS AVAILABLE
Intermediary Organizations May be Eligible for Grant Funds
(Huron, South Dakota – August 7, 2006) USDA Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts wants to remind intermediary organizations that they may qualify for technical assistance and training funds through USDA Rural Developments rural community development initiative (RCDI) program.  The funds help to develop the capacity of non profits, low-income rural communities, or federally recognized tribes to undertake housing, community facilities, and community and economic development projects in rural areas.  

Potts said, “Nationwide, USDA Rural Development has over $6 million in RCDI grant funds available to distribute to qualified intermediary organizations.  I encourage organizations to contact our agency to identify whether or not your organization is qualified to compete for the funding.” 

RCDI grant funds are available to intermediaries and have a dollar for dollar matching fund requirement, intended to double the impact of the grants.  Intermediary organizations can apply for the minimum grant award of $50,000 to the maximum award of $300,000.  Qualified intermediary organizations can be public, private, or non profit (including tribal organizations) that have been legally organized for at least three years and have at least three years experience working with eligible recipients.  Recipients of assistance from the intermediary can be private non-profit community based housing and development organizations, low-income communities or federally recognized tribes. An example of a previously funded successful project is a intermediary organization that provided a program of technical and financial assistance for 4 recipients, all of which were non profit Native American organizations.  The assistance focused on helping the recipients develop the capacity to conduct sustainable community and economic development initiatives on behalf of their beneficiaries.  The intermediary organization provided one-on-one training, mentoring, consultation and financial resources to assist the community in the areas of economics, entrepreneurship and improving organizational operations.  Funds were specifically used for financial assistance for the salary of the technical assistance staff person, technical assistance for capacity building, and administrative support expense.

Complete information about the program is available in the July 12, 2006 edition of the Federal Register or by going to:  http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/rcdi/.  Applications must be received at USDA Rural Development by 4:00 p.m. (CST) on October 10, 2006. Late applications will not be considered for funding.  For questions on the RCDI program, please contact Business and Community Program Specialist Dana Kleinsasser at (605) 352-1157.
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.

- USDA -
Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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