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                                Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

SISSETON WAHPETON HOUSING AUTHORITY RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDS
USDA Rural Development Awards $100,000 for Technical and Supervisory Assistance

Sisseton, South Dakota – August 7, 2006 USDA Rural Development awarded a $100,000 Technical and Supervisory Assistance Grant (Section 525) to the Sisseton Wahpeton Housing Authority.  Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas C. Dorr, South Dakota Rural Development Acting State Director Tim B. Potts and other senior level staff from Washington, DC attended the award ceremony.
“This grant will provide counseling assistance to local residents as they seek homeownership opportunities,” said Dorr.  “This program not only makes it more likely that prospective homeowners will obtain safe housing, it will help them to build equity in their homes.”  
Potts said, “We are pleased to award this funding to the Sisseton Wahpeton Housing Authority to assist in their efforts with ensuring members of the Lake Traverse Reservation have access to financial counseling services.”  
The Sisseton Wahpeton Housing Authority will use the funds to implement an innovative program for the benefit of Native American tribal members who are low-income residents of the community and to assist these families in meeting the eligibility requirements for the financial and managerial responsibilities of homeownership or tenancy in an adequate housing unit.  This project will allow members on the reservation to obtain housing loans through the Sisseton Wahpeton Housing Authority.
Technical and Supervisory Assistance Grants are awarded to eligible applicant organizations to conduct programs of technical and supervisory assistance for low-income rural residents to obtain and/or maintain occupancy of adequate housing.  
USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

[image: image1.png]