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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

RANDALL COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT RECEIVES 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Ravinia Project Awarded $76,000


(Lake Andes, South Dakota – December 13, 2005)  USDA Rural Development staff participated in a ceremony for the Randall Community Water District (RCWD) where Acting State Director Les Boehmer presented a water and waste disposal grant award totaling $76,000 to assist with expenses associated with hook-up expenses. 

“This funding represents a federal commitment to rural water users and the people they serve. The quality of service will be improved for Ravinia residents,” said Boehmer.
Rather than upgrade or replace the existing distribution facilities in Ravinia, the community felt it would be beneficial and more cost effective for RCWD to assume control and operation of the system.   This project modernizes the utility and provides a more efficient method for operation and maintenance of the community’s water system.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $21,800, an EPA/BIA contribution of  $86,400, and a SCWD contribution of $13,000 for a total funding package of $197,200.

“Randall Community Water District would like to thank USDA Rural Development, Indian Health Service and South Central Water Development District for the grant monies received for the Town of Ravinia.  By assisting RCWD with this water project we can assure the Town of Ravinia sufficient quality and quantity of water for many years to come,” said Alvin Van Zee, RCWD Manager.  
USDA Rural Development Manager Sherrie Lewis also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at  http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
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