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	USDA AWARDS OVER $29 MILLION IN DISTANCE LEARNING AND TELEMEDICINE GRANTS

	

	36 States to Receive Funding -- 79 Projects Selected 

	  

	WASHINGTON, Dec. 5, 2005-- Deputy Agriculture Secretary Chuck Conner today announced the award of 79 Distance Learning and Telemedicine grants, which will provide improved educational and medical services to residents of 36 states. The grants total over $29.4 million. 

Of the 79 projects selected, 35 provide funding for medical service improvements and 44 promote educational opportunities. 

The Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program is designed to enhance educational and health care services in rural America. This year 227 grant applications were received and 162 were found to meet program eligibility requirements. The 79 successful applicants were selected from that list. During the past five years, USDA's Rural Development has invested over $4.6 billion in telecommunications programs across America. 

The funds awarded will assist a wide range of facilities. In South Dakota, the following applicants were selected to receive grant funds:

· Avera McKennan will receive $307, 831 to establish a remote-care ICU strategy designed to improve ICU processes while maximizing scarce intensivist resources.  The system will utilize nurses stations with videoconferencing and additional telecommunications equipment linked to the ICU facilities, patient room monitors, cameras, and microphones, and a patient monitoring area at the hub site.  The system will serve approximately 17,000 residents in rural South Dakota.  The Aver a McKennan Hospital and University Health Center in Sioux Falls will serve as the hub.

· Catholic Chancery of Sioux Falls will receive $173,429 to provide educational opportunities to rural students and residents which will include advanced placement courses, college courses, foreign languages, art and collaborative projects through the use of interactive video conferencing and a video-streaming server which will provide digital recording capability.  The project will serve over 48,000 students and residents of rural South Dakota.

                                                    - More -

· Avera Health will receive $500,000 to be used for computed teleradiology with remote access to physicians and distance education through videoconference equipment for patients and healthcare professionals.  Film less teleradiology will be provided to nine end-user hospitals and clinics and videoconferencing equipment to two of the end-user sites.  Benefits to rural residents include a reduction in health care disparities due to access to radiological and other specialty healthcare.  Healthcare providers will benefit from having a system available for timely and accurate diagnoses of medical conditions.  The project will benefit over 73,000 residents of eastern South Dakota.

· Northern State University will receive $496,463 to upgrade to IP connectivity which will link Northern State University and five participating rural school districts in South Dakota.  The program will provide high school core curriculum courses, quality adult education opportunities, and superior professional development for students, teachers, and community members.  Approximately 2,300 residents and 1,304 students will benefit from the program.

· South Dakota State University will receive $319,517 to provide enhanced educational opportunities through upgraded videoconferencing equipment while increasing the number of videoconferencing sites in South Dakota to 30.  This expanded network will serve a total of 543,468 rural South Dakotans.

A complete list of the successful applicants can be seen at www.rurdev.usda.gov.

USDA Rural Development's mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life in rural communities. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $63 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Over 1.1 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov 
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