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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                                 FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

TOWN OF BELVIDERE GETS $279,400 BOOST FROM FEDERAL WATER AND WASTE PROGRAM 
Rehabilitation of Water Distribution System Part of Upgrades

(Belvidere, South Dakota – February 1, 2006) USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen was in town today to present USDA Rural Development water and waste disposal loan funds in the amount of $76,000.00 and grants funds in the amount of $203,400.00 for water system improvements.  In addition to Rural Development funding, the town will receive a Community Development Block Grant of $100,000.00 to complete the project.


Jensen said, “This funding is for system water improvements which includes rehabilitating the distribution system.  This will ensure that existing and future users will have access to a safe and sanitary water system.
The town of Belvidere owned, maintained, and operated the previous water distribution system.  Due to the condition of the pipe and fittings in the distribution system, higher pressures couldn’t be provided without causing damage to the pipe and fittings.  The town was in dire need of upgrades to the existing water system.  The opportunity presented itself for the town of Belvidere to become a customer of West River/Lyman Jones system.  In order for them to gain access to the new system, improvements included several miles of new potable water pipelines and upgrades to the existing treatment and pumping facilities. High quality water is a major contributor to the high standard of living and health enjoyed by Americans.  
USDA Rural Development Area Director Tim Potts and Rural Development Manager David Adrian also attended the event.  USDA Rural Development has ten offices in the state that assist rural communities.  Office locations include a state office in Huron, along with area offices in Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Sturgis, Watertown, and Yankton.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.  As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www/rurdev.usda.gov.
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